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(b) if so, the quantity thereof; and

(c) whether the State Government
has lifted the quota?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):
(a) to (¢). During the current year
i.e. the yeac 1979-80, the Government
of Meghalay; were allocateq 2,000
M.T. of foodgrain wunder normal
Food for Work Programme and 1000
M.T. under the special Focd for Work
Propramme. The State Government
have yet to start the process of utiliz-
ing the allocation.
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Nation'1l Grid of Rural Godown and
Post Harvest Technology to prevent
Distress Sales

" 680. SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY:
Will the Minister of RURAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to get up a national grid of rural
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godowns and post-harvest technology
centres 1o prevent distress sales of
poor farmers and panic purchase of
affluent consumers; and

(b) if so, the details of the scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):
(a) and (L). A scheme for the
estabhshment of a National Grid of
Rural Godowns has been launched
from the current financial sear. The
objective of this scheme is to create
a network of rura] godowns in the
Statey and the Union Territories pri-
marily to take care of storage
requirementg of agriculture produc-
ers, particulariy small and marginal
farmers. 'The :mplementing agency
in thig scheme can he either a -tate
warehousins corporation, or a mar-
ket committee or a cooperalive
society  The impiementing agencies
would br entitled to a cash subsidy,
not exceeding 50 per cent of the cost
of construction. The cxpenditure on
subsidy 1+ ta be shareq between the
Centre angd States on 50:50 ba is.

The scheme for setting up post
harvest technology centres has not
vet been finalised and ig still at the
proposal stage. A post harvest tech-
nolrgy centre is aimed at the rliesemi-
nation of information and demonstra-
tion of technology and nractices of
scientific storage and processinz The
actual financial requirements for a
Centre will depend on its locatlion,
crops grown in the area and activities
underiaken by the centre,
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