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(b) if so, the quantity thereof; and 

(c) whether the state Government 
bas lifted the quota? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): 
(a) to (c). During the current year 
Le. the yea[' IH79-80, th(." Government 
of MeghalaYa were allocated 2,0'00 
M.T. of foodgrain under normal 
Food fOr Work Programme and 1000 
M.T. under the spt..."'Cial Fo(',J for Work 
Propramme. Th(." State Government 
havE:" yet to sbrt th{' pro-.:ess of utiliz-
ing the ullocation. 
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Nation',. Grid of Rural Godown and 
Pod Harvest Teehnoloo to prevent 

Distress Sales 

680. SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: 
Will the Minister of RURAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION be pleased to state: 

(a) w'lether Government propOie 
to set up a national grid of rural 

godowna and poat..harveat technoloD 
centres to prevent diltreaa aalea of 
poor farmers aDd panic purchase of 
atRuent consumeD; and 

(b) if so, the details of the scheme? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINiSTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRl R. V. SWAMINATHAN): 
(ra) and (1;). A scheme for the 
estabhshment of a National Grid of 
Rural Godowns has been launched 
from the current financial Jear. The 
objectlVe 01 thlS scheme is to create 
a network of rural godowns in the 
State::; and the Union Territories pri-
marily to take care of storage 
rcquirf>m{'nts ()f agriculture produc-
ers, }.JC1rticular~y small and marginal 
farmers. The }mplementing agency 
in thIS scheme cnn be ('ither a .:-tate 
warehousin~ corporatlOn, or u mar-
ket committee or a cooperative 
socipty The ImplcmC'lltmg agencies 
wou1d hI' cntltlf'd to a cash sub:5idy, 
not exceeding 50 per cent of the cost 
of ron"truction. The expenditure on 
SUbSIdy J~ to he shared betwE>cn the 
Centre and states on 50: 50 ba is. 

The ~,('hemE" fOr scttmg up post 
hnrvest technology centrtl.s has not 
yet bcen finnlised and i" still at the 
proposal stage. A post h3rvest tech-
nol"gy centre is aimed at the rlic:se1l;li-
nation of information and demonstra-
tion or technology and nractices of 
scie'1tific storage and proc€'''sml~ The 
actual financial requirements tor a 
Centre will depend on its location, 
crops grown in the area and activities 
undertaken by the centre. 
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