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(4 ) Efforts ar© being made to 
overcome infra-structural constraints 
and step up the movement of essen-
tial commodities like sugar and food- 
graios and stream-line their distri-
bution. Efforts are also be'ing made 
to increase their production and keep 
bank credit under check. The exports 
of meat have been banned. State 
Governments have been asked to en-
force i igorously the Essential Com- 
moditius Act and similar enactments.

(e) and (f). The conference of 
State Ministers of Civil Supplies and 
Advisers to Governors wa3 held in 
New Delhi on 7.3.1980 for reviewing 
the public distribution system and 
enforcement measures to improve 
su p p ly  of essential commodities. State 
Governments were impressed upon to 
strengthen the scope of public distri-
bution system to ensure equitable 
distribution of essential commodities 
in short supply. Some problems be-
ing faced by State Governments and 
Union Territory Administrations in 
the supply and/or movement of essen-
tial commodities have been noted by 
the concerned Ministries of the Union 
Government and remedial action will 
be taken.

Help to 1A and AI to meet financial
crisis due to fuel price escalations

619. SHRI FARIOOQ ABDULLAH: 
SHRI K. MALLANNA:
SMT. MOHSINA KIDWAI:

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Union Government has decided to 
help Indian Airlines and Air India 
to meet the financial crisis faced by 
them following the fuel price esca-
lations;

(b) if so, whether the fuel short-
age has also affected these air-
lines;

(c) if so, to what extent and what 
help Government have agreed to pro* 
vide them; and

(d) to what extent these two Air* 
lines have been affected by the fuel 
price escalation and fuel shortage?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI KARTIJC 
ORAON): (a) Government have de-
cided to provide additional capital to 
Air-India. Indian Airlines has not 
requested for any financial help from 
Government.

(b) to (d). Whereas the fuel shor-
tage has affected Air-India consider-
ably, Indian Airlines operations have 
not been constrained by such short-
age. The operating costs of both the 
Airlines have gone up due to perio-
dic fuel price hikes during the year
1979-80. The fuel bill of Indian Air-
lines has gone up to Rs. 66.50 crores 
(estimated) for the year 1979-80 as 
against Rs. 47.91 crores l̂uring the 
year 1978-79. The fuel bill of Air- 
India has gone up to Rs. 138 crores 
(estimated) for the year 1979-80 as 
against Rsr. 65.46 crores during the 
year 1978-79. Government has ap-
proved an additional capital of Rs. 9.60 
crores to Air-India for the year 1980-
81.

Amount advanced by Nationalised 
Banks and financial institutions to 

Kohinoor Mills
620. SHRI K. A. RAJAN: Will the

Minister of FINANCE be pleased t9  
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
nationalised banks and other publia 
financial institutions have advanced 
huge amounts of money to the Kohi-
noor Mills for its modernisation and 
other purposes;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government have a 
proposal under consideration to take-
over this mill and if aot the details 
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (S«3U 
JAGANNATH PAHADIA): (a) and
(b). The Central Bank of India, who




