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THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES & STEEL. 
AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB 
MUKHERJEE): (a) and (b). Ac-
cording to the figures furnished by the 
Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion 
Council, Exports of gem & jewellery 
during April—December, 1979, are es-
timated to have been of the order of 
about Rs. 350 crores as compared to 
exports worth about Rs. 547 crores 
effected during April—December, 
1978, The decline is mainly attribu-
table to the shortfall in the exports of 
diamonds on account of acute reces-
sionary conditions in the interna-
tional market and also the high bank 
rates prevailing in the major buying 
countries, it is, however, expected 
that total exports of gem and jewel-
lery during 1979-80 may be of the 
oider of about Rs. 550 crores.

(e) Indian diamond industry, which 
is totally dependent on foreign mar-
kets, cannot remain insulated from 
the global depression in diamond 
trade. Though it is difficult to over-
come such an international market 
phenomenon by any sing]e country, 
efforts are being made to boost our 
exports of gem and jewellery. The 
Report of Task Force on Gem & Jew-
ellery, submitted recently contains 
several useful suggestions and re-
commendation for the future develop-
ment of the industry, and action on 
this report has been initiated.
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Prosting of Assistant Directors Abroad

499. SHRI R. P. YADAV: Will
the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(n) is it a fact that a number of 
officers of his Department are posted 
abroad regularly;

(b) if so, what is the basis of their 
posting;

(c) is it also a fact that a panel of 
Assistant Directors is ready for the 
last one year to be posted abroad; and

(d) if so, what is the nitch over 
their posting immediately?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI KARTIK 
OR AON): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The criterion for selection ad-
opted hitherto has been seniority- 
cum-merit, preference being given 
to those who have not been posted 
abroad earlier. This is being review-
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