
<iv) prompt and pragmatic exa-
mination impact of hydel 
development on environment;

(v) developing appropriate orga-
nisational structure to manage 
large hydel projects located 
in small states and remote 
areas;

(vi) development of micro hyd-
el power stations in hilly 
areas and pursuing the pos-
sibility of developing low- 
head hydel Resources elong 
canals.
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The Report of the Working Group 
wag submitted recently and its re-
commendations are yet to be con-
sidered by the Government. How 
ever, the need for according high 
priority to hydel development is well 
recognised by the Government.
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Effect o f  power *tarta* t  « t  Udtutry 
u d  Agriculture

#9. SfJRI P. K. KODIYAN:
' SHRI EBRAHIM SULAIMAN 

SAIT:
SHRI KRISHNA PRATAP 

SINGH:
SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:

Will the Minister of ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether Ihe country is facing 
serious power shortage which has 
badly affected production in industry 
as well as in agriculture;

(b ) if so, what are the maim causes 
fox this shortage; and

(c) what measures have been taken 
to overcome the present crisis in power 
production?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
AND IRRIGATION AND COAL 
(SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN 
CHAUDHURI): (a) and (b). A num-
ber of States are presently facing 
shortage of power which does affect 
industrial and to some extent agricul-
ture production also. The shortages 
have arisen due to failure of monsoons 
resulting in lower availability of pow-
er from hydel power station^ in some 
states, increase in load demand par-
ticularly in the rural areas due 
to drought; inadequacy of installed 
capacity to meet the increasing load 
demand, prolonged time being taken 
for stabilization of newly commis-
sioned generating capacity, poor 
performance of thermal power sta-
tions and shortage of coal at some of 
the thermal power stations.

(c) A  number o f measures have 
been taken to improve the availabi-
lity o f power in the country. These 
measures include:

( 1) maximising generation from 
the existing thermal install-
ed capacity in the central 
sector. State Governments 
have also been advised to

similarly maximise genera-
tion from their thermal in-
stalled capacity;

(2) addition of about 17122 MW 
of new generating capacity 
during the period 1978—83* of 
which about 3000 MW has 
already been commissioned 
during 1978-79;

(3) transfer o l power from 
surplus to deficit States;

(4) Monitoring of coal stocks and 
ensuring availability o f ade-
quate coal to thermal power 
stations.

Silent Valley Project

70. SHRI P. K. KODIYANt

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI:

Will the Minister of ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Cefttre has not yet taken any decision 
regarding the Silent Valley project sub-
mitted by the Kerala Government;

(b) if sOi what are the reasons for 
delay in taking a decision;

(c) whether any communication has 
been sent to. the State Government from 
the Centre in this connection; and

(d) if so, the main points thereof?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI 
A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAU-
DHURI); (a)' to (d). In view of 
reservations expressed by environ-
mentalists and ecologists all over the 
world regarding destruction of die 
Silent Valley forest, which is one o f 
the only remaining tropical rain 
forests in the world, the Governme*t 
o f Kerala has been requested to atap 
further work till the matter it  
cussed with the Central Govemmaat




