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by coordinating the efforts of the 
Ministries oT Energy and Railways; 
and

i(b) if so, what steps are being taken 
for coordination in persuance ot the 
^decision of the committee?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
-AND IRRIGATION AND COAL 
(SHRI A. B. A GHANI KHAN 

•CHAUDHURI): (a) and (b ). A Cabi-
net Committee on Industrial Infra-
structure has been formed under the 
'Chairmanship of the Union Minister 
o f  Finance. Among other things the 
^Committee reviews the production and 
movement of coal for various sectors. 
The Committee also serves as a high 
level body for coordinating the acti-
vities of the Ministry of Railwavs and 
tfce Departments of Coal and Power. 
The movement of coal to thermal 
power stations has also been reviewed 
at a meeting taken by the Prime 
Minister. The Committee has held 
two meetings and a programme to 
step up the movement of coal has been 
•drawn up in consultation with the 
Ministry of Railways.

•Views of All India Small and Medium 
Newspapers’ Association regarding 

News Agencies
64. SHRI N. E. HORO:
Will the Minister of INFORMA-

TION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the All 
India Small and Medium Newspapers’ 
Association has favoured more than 
•one news agency; and

(b) if 90, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

TftE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING & 
•SUPPLY AND REHABILITATION 
<SHRI VASANT SATHE): (a1) Press 
-reports to this effect have come to the 
-notice of the Government.

<b) Presently four news agencies 
namely PiresB Trust of India, Umted 
News of l&t&ft, fUn&ttt&n Samachar

ana fitamaflftar Bharatt * .func-
tioning. Whether they should be 
unified or not is a mjctter primarily 
for the news agencies themselves to 
consider and decide. ’ s

High priority to Hydro-Electric 
Schemes

65. SHRI VIJAY KUMAR YADAV:

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHER-
JEE:

Will the Minister of ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
working group on energy policy has 
stressed the need to give k high prio-
rity to hydro-electric schemes; and

fb) if so, what are the details and 
Government’s decision thereon?

THE MINISTER OF EN$flGY 
AND IRRIGATION AND 6 0 AL 
(SHRi A. B. A. GHANI KEAN 
CHAUDHURI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Working Group on En-
ergy Policy while stressing that iry- 
dei development should receive very 
high priority has suggested that the 
following aspects should receive im-
mediate attention:

(i) early completion of th« re-
assessment of hydel poten-
tial and undertaking of sur-
veys aftd investigation^ to 
forfurmulate hydel projects;

(ii) evolving of well-conceived 
scheme of financial and tech-
nical assistance from the 
Central Government to the 
State Government to take 
up long gestation hydel pro-
jects;

(iii) speedy resolution of inter-
state difputes and evolving 
procedures for taking up 
large river valley protects 
jointly by the States aPd the 
Centre;



<iv) prompt and pragmatic exa-
mination impact of hydel 
development on environment;

(v) developing appropriate orga-
nisational structure to manage 
large hydel projects located 
in small states and remote 
areas;

(vi) development of micro hyd-
el power stations in hilly 
areas and pursuing the pos-
sibility of developing low- 
head hydel Resources elong 
canals.
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The Report of the Working Group 
wag submitted recently and its re-
commendations are yet to be con-
sidered by the Government. How 
ever, the need for according high 
priority to hydel development is well 
recognised by the Government.
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