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Boards, after meeting all liabilities. It
is for the State Governments and the
‘State Electricity Boards to take action
to ensure better financial and overall
performance,
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Suggesiiong called for on Presy
Commission

#20, SHRI K, MALLANNA: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
sought suggestions from wvarioug orga-
nisationg connected with the news-
paper industry for ‘enlarged’ terms of
veference of the Press Commission
which are being made more precise;
and
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(b) if so, the names of the organisa«
tions to whom the letters were addres-
sed and the views expressed by them
if any?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND SUP-
PLY AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) A statement showing the names
of the organisations of the Press who
have been requesteq to furnish sug-
gestions in this regard is laig on the
Table of the House. Replies are still
coming in. .

Statement

(1) Indian Federation of Working
Journalists, Madras.

(2) National Union of Journalists,
New Delhi.,

(3) Press Association, New Delhi.

(4) All India Newspapers’ Editors
Conference, New Delhi,

(5) Editors’ Guild of India, New
Delhi.

(6) Indian & Eastern Newspapers
Society, New Delhi.

(7) Indian Language Newspapers
Association, Bombay.

(8) Al India Small and Medium
Newspapers Association, Delhi,

(9) All India Small and Medium
Newspapers Federation, Kanpur,

(10) Small anq Medium Newspapers
Guild of India, New Delhi.

Television Programmes on Solar
Eclipse

1. SHRI MADHU DANDAVATE:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it ig true that in two
television programmes given on diffe-
rent days in the month of February,
1980, contradictory advice was given to
the television viewers regarding the
harm involved in looking at the Solar
eclipse;
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(b) whether it is a fact that in one
of the television programmes, the
viewers were advised to look at the
Solar eclipse through two blackened
photographic plateg to avoid harm to
the eyes, whereas in other pro-
grammeg on subsequent day they were
advised that even looking at the Solar
eclipse through such plates would
«<ause partial or total blindness; and

(c) if so, will such crontradictory
advice on the subject of health
hazards be avoided in future?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND SUP-
PLY AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): (a) to (c). Seve-
ral programmes were telecast on the
solar eclipse by the Delhj Doordarshan
Kendra from 7th February 1980 to
17th February 1980 in which distin-
guished scientists and experts from
the medical profession participated.
They were not always ynanimous in
their opinions on how the solar eclipse
should be viewed. In one of the car-
lier programmes, it was suggested by
an expert that if one had at all to look
at the eclipsed sun, he should do sn
through two fully exposeq black and
white films to avoid harm to the eyes.
However, in the interest of greater
safety, in subsequent programmes it
was advised by the experts not to look
at the sun during the period of eclipse
even through such material,

So far as Doordarshan itself was
concerned, it was emphasised again &
again during the programmes that
people should not look st the solar ec-
lipse because of its harmful effects on
the eyes.

Demangq for Indian Films in Foreign
Market

2. SHRI OSCAR FERNANDESE:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION

AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

_(a) whether it ig a fact that there
s & growing demand of Indian films
In the foreign market; and
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(b) if so, what are the details of
export of Indian films to foreign
countries during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND SUP-
PLY AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): (a) There has
been a substantial increase in the num-
ber of Indian films exported and
quantum of earnings indicating =a
growing demang for Indian films in
foreign countries,

(b) The details of export of Indian
films to foreign countries during 1976-
77, 1977-78 and 1978-79 are given in
the statement laid on the Table of the
House. [Placed in Library. See No.

© LT-391/80].

Advisory Committees for ALR, and
Doordarshan

3. SHRI VIJAY N, PATIL: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) the names and number of Ad-
visory Committees at local, regional
and national levels for AIR, and
Doordarshan;

(b) the tenure of such Com-
mittees;

(¢) whether Government are consi-
dering reconsiitution of these Com-
mittees nominated by previoug Gov-
ernment; and

(d) details of steps, if any, taken,
in the matter particularly in case of
Commitiees located in Maharashtra?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING AND SUP-
PLY AND REHABILITATION (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): (a) A statement
ig laig on the Table.

(by Two years,

(¢) and (d), Government may re-
view the composition of these Commi't-
tees, including those functioning in
Maharashtra, if deemed necessary.





