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ing delay in the delivery Of the bag-
gage and inadequacy of other ameni-
tie such as air-conditionin, water 
and se:t-servic trollies etc. and oon .. 
gestion at the airport. 

(c) It is always the ndeavour of 
the Government to improve passen-
I'er amenitie and services ond high 
priority is given to it. Facilities pro-
vided at Delhi airport include self-
service trollies, left luggage facility, 
large number of fibre glass chairs, 
water coolers at convenient place, 
CCTV System, regular coach service 
between city and airport, and insu-
rance counter etc. 

The facilities, however, sometimes 
become inadequate dUe to congestion 
in the t rminal building. Construc-
tion of a new terminal complex, to 
relieve congestion, is under con ide-
ration of the Government. 
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Tou . t 

HRI N. K. SHEJW ALKAR: 
Minister 0 TOURISM A 

VIATION be pleas d to 

ea n or not develop-
a a touri c n re . en 

it is surrounded by many places of 
historic importance and artistic 
beauty; 

(b) the reasons for not glvlng it 
due publicity through advertisements 
in newspapers and otherwise; and 

(c) the reasons for not providing 
sufficient railway and airc-onditioned 
bus ervices to this place? 

THE MINISTER OF TO{JRISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION AND LA-
BOUR (SHRI J, B. PATNAIK>: (a) 
Gwalior is already included in the 
list of centres to be developed in 
the Central Sector, The India Tou-
rism Deveiopment Corporation has 
acquired a 3-acre plot of land at 
Gwalior fur constructing a Travellers 
Lodge. This scheme has been in-
eluded in the Corporation's Five 
Year Pian 1978-83. 

(b) As regards giving publicity to 
Gwalior it is featured in the Madhya 
Pradesh Directory, Tourist lVIap of 
India and the Regional folder that 
the Department of Tourism has 
brought out and which are being 
widely distributed abroad. 

(c) Gwalior is a!ready well con-
nected by rail. This question of ope-
rating air-conditioned bus service 
to Gwalior will be considered when 
there is a sufficient demand for such 
a service. 

hrinkage in Public Distribution 
System 

231. SHRI CHITTA BASU: ~Tia 
the Minister of COM:MERCE AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to state. 

(a) w het~er there has been of late 
shrinkage of public distribution sys-
tem; 

(b) if so, the extent of shrInkage 
and ciftc reasons for that; 

(c) whether Government propOse 
to expand the public distribution 
sys em with wider coverage both in 
terms 0 items of commodities and 
population; and 
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(d) Whether Government propo"e 
to fix up prices of essential commo-
dities ail over the country and ar-
raDge for the distribution of the 
same through public distribution sys-
tem? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND STEEL 
AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB 
MUKHER.JEE) : (a ) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The functioning of the Public 
Distribution System is under perio-
dical review in consultati.on with the 
State Governments, the Central 
Ministries, and other public agencies 
concerned. Efforts are being made 
to en~arge the SCOpe of the public 
distribution system in terms of area, 
population and commodities covered. 

(d) In respect of a few selected 
essential commodities distributed 
through the Public Distribution Sys-
tem, the central issue price at which 
these are supplied to the state Govern-
ments I their nominees I agenices, are 
fixed. 

S en ·on of Scheme ;for Sale of 
Gold Thrt) gh A ction by BI 

232. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: 
WUl the Mini ter of FINANCE 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have a 
proposal und r consideration to sus-
pend the scheme fOr sale of gold 
through auction by the Reserve Bank 
of India; and 

(b) if 0, th d taUs and rea ons 
therefor? 

THE MINISTER 0 FINANe 
AND INDUSTRY (SHRI R. VEN-
KATARAMAN) : (a) and (b). Pur-

suant to the announcem nt made by 
the Finance Ministe in hi B udg 
Speech on 28-2-1978 a total quan-
tity of 12.9 tonnes of gold as sold 
by the Reserve Bank of India in 
14 auctions held between May-Octo-
ber 1978 on behalf 0 th Gove n-
ment. The total value 0 Ie pro-
ceeds was Rs. 86.5 crore . 

Consequent to a sudden teep ri 
in the international price of gold 
towards the end of Septemb r, 1978, 
sharper increase in the internal pric 
of gold due to speculative forces. the 
then Government suspended the gold 
auction on 26-10-1978. Sal'e of Go] 
through auction has thu already 
been suspended. 

Value a d E ort of Oni n 

233. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BO U: 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased 
to state: 

(a) quantity and value of e port 
of onions (year-wise) durin the "'a 
~wo years; and 

(b) quantity and value of expo 
of oniOns during the month of 
October, November and Decembe in 
1978 and 19791 

MINISTER OF COMMERC · 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES A STE L 
AND MINES (SHRI PRA ... t\B 
MUKHERJEE): (a) The quantity and 
value of onions exported w r a 
follows: 
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