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•riingements for getting steel fo** that 
purpose ha^ been made and it is expected 
It will arrive in time. Wc wih be able to 
op^ the rest of the line for tntffic as 
indicated in my answer.

Shri Pimaooaei May I know whether 
line that has already been opened is open 
to goods tmfAc also and whether the time 
taken to cover that distance is normalised ?

Shri AUgeittn: I am sorry I am un- 
î ble to say whether it is open to goods 
traffic also. I require notice of that 
question. 1 thought it would have been 
opened to goods traffic also, but I am not 
sure.

Shri Puniiaoae: May I know whe* 
ther work on the remaining line is proceeding 
according to schedule or is it being held up 
due to lack of certain materials ?

Shri Alagetant The whole line, 1 
should say, coiild not be completed in the 
scheduled time because of the difficulties 
already pointed out. But, we propose to 
open the rest of the line by next year. I 
suppose we will be able to stick to that.

Shipping

/ D r .  Rftm Subhsg Singh: 
^ ••\ S h ri Oidwani!

Will the Minister of Tmnaport be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Director-General of 
Shipping has recently visited some European 
countries with a view to explore the 
possibilities of buying some ships for India;

(b) if so, whether he has succeeded in 
contracting any agreement in this regard; 
and

(c) the likely tonnage to be bought as 
a result of this visit?

Th« Deputy Minister of Railwayt 
•ad  Traniport (Shri Al«gMUi)t (a)
and(b). Yes.

(c) 25»?67.GRT.

Dr. Ram Sngbhag Singh: May I 
know which are the shipping yards on which 
orders have been placed and when the ships 
are likely to come?

Sliri Alaffeanni lliis  tonnage 
comprises one tanker which hps already 
been purchased and which we will be 
getting in our possession in January next. 
Orders for 2 ships have been placed in a 
yard in Gemumy and an order for one ship 
has been placed in a yard ir Italy. These 
ships are expected to be delivered during 
the years I959— 1961*

Shri Gidwanit How many second­
hand ships and how many new ships are 
going to be purchased?

Shri Alaftaan: The tanker that hat 
been purchasd is a second-hand one. The 
other three ships for which orders have 
been placed are new ships.

Shrimati Tarkeahwari Sinha: In
view of the Government’s efforts to bring 
co-ordination between river navigation and 
coastal navigation, may I know whether 
there is any proposal ii\ the second Five 
Year Plan to get small ships that can operate 
on coastal lines and rivers?

Shri Alageaanx The question relates 
to orders for oversews ships. The Direct 
tor-General of Shipping went to place orderŝ  
on behalf of two corporations— The Eastern 
Shipping Corporation and the V^cstem 
Shipping Corporation. These corporations 
do not operate ships on the coastal line.

Sardar Iqbal Singh 1 May I know 
whether this Director-Genend of Shipping 
proposes to visit Japan also for the purdiase 
and construction or ships ?

Shri Alageaan: Apari from the orders
I have mentioned, we are also considering 
placing orders on a British yard,with whom 
certain negv)tiations have taken placc. At 
present we do not have any Japanese yard 
in view. But, I may inform tlie House 1 hat 
the amount already placed at the disposal 
of the Ministry for purchasing ships in 
the public sector has almost been exhausted. 
It was about Rs. 20 crores and we have made 
commitments worth about Ks. 19 crorcs.

Shri R. P. Garg: May I know 
whether̂  during the rccerr visit of the 
Director-General of Shipping to European 
countries, he negmiarcd (niy for the buying 
of the ships or also for building the ships in 
our country? If so, wnat is the progress 
of the agreement with Yugoslavia?

Mr. Deiputy-Speaker: There 
only tne possiblity of buying ships and 
constructing ships.

waa
not

Sardar Iqbal Singht Is the hon. 
Deputy Minister aware of the fact that 
Japan is the only country in this world 
which is dwlivering the ships within the 
shortest possible time ? May I also know 
why, in view of this fact, we are giving pre­
ference to the U. K. shipyards ?

Shri Alageaan: As far as dates of 
delivery go, it is very difficult to get new 
ships delivered within the second Plan 
period. The dates given are 1961 and 
beyond that. We would be very glad 
to purchase ships within that time, but it is 
not possible.

Shri Velayvdhan: The hon. Deputy 
Minister said that a second-hand tanker 
has already been purchased.
May I know whether this tanker
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ctn be used only a^er the Government of 
India incurring heavy expenditure on its 
repair*? May I also know whether 

Owernment is thinking of getting this tanker 
after it has ^en repaired by the owners 
diemselves ?

Shrl Alagesan: We have satisfied 
ourselves thâ t the tanker that we have pur­
chased is in a very good conaition. It is 
another thing to say that some minor repairs 
nay be necessary; but, no major repairs will 
be necessary. 1 am also informed that 
after we have made the purchase, the owners 
offered to take back the tanker by paying 
^200,000 more, be cause the prices went 
up in the meanwhile.

Shrl Gidwanlt In view of the faa 
that the money provided has already been 
spent away, are any negotiations being 
carricd on with the W^rld Bank and has 
the World Bank agreed to give any assis­
tance?

Shrl Alageauit Not in this connec­
tion, Sir.
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Shrl Hedas May I know whether, 
in order to find out the recovery, the 
Government rely on the statistics maintained 
by the mills or whether they have got their 
own machinery to supervise and verify it ?

Shri A. P. Jain: In this panicular 
case, a specialist in the employ of the 
Government was appointed to test the 
recovery. He went tour times and he per­
sonally tested them.




