
1907 Oral Answers 21 DECEMBER 1956 Oral Answers 1908 

Shri Satish Chandra : The question 
does not relate to the entire Khadi &&rd. 
It refers to the Khadi Gramodyog Bhavan 
in New Delhi. There are about IS or 19 
persons who have got a very slight incre
ment on account of the adjustment in new 
grades. 

Shri Ve1ayudhan : The hon. Deputy 
Minister said that no employee got twO 
regular increments. May I know whether 
when the appointment was made, the start
ing salary was given with two years' incre
ments? Were such appointments made in 
this organisation? 

Shri Satish Chandra: I said that these 
grades have come into effect from April, 
1956. There were no grades before. 
People were, employed on an ad hDc salaries 
determined according to their qualifications 
and experience. It is only very recendy 
that these scales of pay have been pres
aribed and people have been brought 
into these scales. I can assure the hon. 
Member that no double increments were 
given. 

Shri B. S. Murthy : The question is 
whether certain high-salaried officers 
have been given increments, while the lower 
paid staff were not paid-anything. I want 
to have a categorical answer from the 
Deputy Minister. 

Shri Salish Chandra : Firsdy, there 
is no r,igh- al 'rie J officer in the Bhavan. 
As I said, the maximum salary is fUlt of the 
Manager of the Bhavan and it is Rs. 400 per 
mensem. I do not know how the hon. 
Member defines "high-salaried officer". 

Shri B. S. Murthy: It is in the ques
tion. 

Shri Salish Chandra : It is wrong. 
That is why I said that the maximum sa1ary 
is Rs. 400 per mensem. 

Shri B. S. Murthy : The Deputy 
Minister did not reply to it. 

Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member 
must follow the gist. The maximum salary 
is Rs. 400 per menaem, and it is for the 
Manager. 
III 

Productioa (of Coal 

*1449. Shri Dcbeadra Nath Sarma: 
Will the Minister of ,ProductiOD be plea
sed to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that production 
of coal at Margherita and Mamdang Col-
lieries has decreased; and 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor? 

The Deputy Minilter of Productioll 
(Shri Satiah Chandra) : (a). The hon. 
member is presumably referring to the 
collieries owned by the Assam Railway 
Tradini Company ID the Margherita Field 

in Assam. If so, there has been a fall in 
the output of the four collieries. 

(b) The fall in production is mainly 
due to an underground fire in the Tipong 
Colliery. 

Shri Dcbelldra Nath Sarma : May 
I know whether the fall in production is 
due to the dispute berween the manage-
ment and the labourers? 

Shri Satish Chandra: 1 am not aware 
of it. These are private small collieries 
in Assam. According to the information 
that 1 have got, there was some under
ground fire in one of the collieries which 
has been responaible for this fall in out
put. 

Shrimad Tarkeshwari Sbaha : 
In view of the recurring rcpom that under
ground fire is spreading in different col
lieries including the coal-fields in Raniganj 
and Jharla, may I know what specific steps 
Government propose to take before such 
fires catch up wider areas in theBe col-
lieries ? 

Shri Satish Chandra : All possible 
precautionary measures are taken for 
the purpose. Only a few days ago, I ans-
wered a question on that subject, giving de
tails. It i. a big problem, but there i. no 
immediate danger of the colliery fires sprea
ding. It is difficult to extingoish them 
completely but they are made dormant by 
the effortS of the colliery-owners and some 
assistance is also given by the Coal Board 
in this maner. 

Shri P. C. Boac : May I know whe
ther the cause has been ascertained, and 
whether any attempt has been made to 
control the fire by sealing off the ares ? 

Shri Satish Chandra : Most of the 
fires are sealed at present. Otherwise, 
ther will envelop a large number of col
lienes. As I said, it is not possible to ex
tinguish them completely. But they may 
be made in effective by certain measures 
taken by the collieries with the assis
tance-financial and otherwise--given 
the Coal Board. 
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