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of last Juns when h: visited Assam, parti-
culirly m:n-ioning abour dev:lopm:znt of
rail rrapsport of Assam: and

(b) if so, whather any step is proposed
to b: -ak:n on thdse icems m:n.jonzd in
the M mrandum?

The Minister of Railways and
Transport (Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri):
{a) Yes, Sir.

(b) As regards the= points mn;gmin_g
the Minis rv of Railways, the posijon is
as follows:—

(i) Improvament to the Link Route:

A Commirtee to gn in‘o tha questicn
of statilising the LINK ROUTE eihr
by imorwing the exisring route or by
sugg:s ing alcernative route has been
appointed.

(ii) Rail connection from Tejpur to North
impur:

At present it is not contemplated fo
exend the Railway line from Tejpur to
Nor.h  Lakhimpur.

(iii) Extension of Railway line from Pandu
to Garo H:lls, and dev:lspment of
existing work:hops ar Bangaigaon
Dibrugarh:

Thase matters are under consideration.

(iv) Crastructian of Railway Bridge over
the Brahamputra:

Ths proposal will bz considered for
examination if and whzn more funds be-
com: available during :he la.er stages of \he
S:cond Five Year Plan.

(v) Separate Railway Zone with head-
guarters ar Papndu:

It is not contemplared to Create a new
zone wih Pandu as headquariers,

(vi) Providing passemger amenities on the
State of Assam:

This is being already done,

As regards other points raised by
Hon'ble Mo:amber, informarion is being
collec.ed.

Regional Forest Research Station
in Assam

1558, Shri Debendra Nath Sarma:
Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state whether there
is’ore.:l prro h Sm emblii:“:mRegiaw

st Reszarch Station in during,
the Second Five Year Plan period? 1

The Dapm Minister of Labour
(Shri Abid All): The Standing Com-
mittee of the Central Board of Forestry
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in its meeting held in June last has made
a suggestion that if possible the establish-
ment of a ional Forest Research Sta-
tion in the North East Zone should be
attempted during the Second Plan period.
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Engineers in Railways

1560. Shri P. G. Sen: Will the Minis-
ter of Railways be pleased to state:

(a) the number of persons who have
become  Engineers or Assistant Engi-
neers without Engineering qualifications
in Signalling and Tele-Communication
Departments of the Railway;

(L) how many of them  are non-
matriculates and how many of them have
studied preliminary Science with special
reference to Eastern Railway; and





