
[English]

Railway Projects

1002. SHRI MUKHTAR ANIS : Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) the brief particulars of railway projects which 
were inaugurated or whose foundation stones were 
laid since April 1, 1996 with the actual/estimated cost 
and relevant dates;

(b) the names of States/Union Territories in which 
no new railway project has been initiated since April 1, 
1996; and

(c) the b rie f p a rtic u la rs  of p ro je c ts  under 
consideration in these States, if any?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) to (c) The 
information is being collected and will be laid on the 
table of the House.

Improvement of Passenger Facilities at Railway 
Stations of Karnataka

1003. SHRI ANANTH KUMAR : Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government have any proposal to 
im prove the p a sse n g e r fa c ilit ie s  at B anga lo re , 
Mangalore, Hubli, Dharwad, Mysore, Tumkur, Shimoga 
and Hassan Railway Stations in Karnataka; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) Provision/ 
improvement to passenger facilities is a continuous 
process and the same is undertaken at s ta tions 
wherever so warranted by growth in volume of passenger 
traffic subject to availability of funds. Accordingly various 
improvement works on platforms, provision of stairs for 
foot-over-bridge and washable apron on platform lines 
at Bangalore City; improvements to station building and 
augmentation water supply at Mangalore; extension of 
shed on platforms and paying of surface, facelifting of 
the station including additional waiting hall facilities, 
improvements to circulating area, provision of water 
coo lers and ca rriage  w a te rin g  a rrangem en ts  on 
platforms 3 to 5 at Mysore, provision of foot-over-bridge 
at Tumkur, im provem ents to s ta tion  bu ild ing  and 
extension of shed on platforms at Hassan have been 
taken up. There are no works in progress at other 
stations.

Construction of Railway Station

1004. DR. ARVIND SHARMA : Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government have received mass-

petitions for construction of a railway station at village 
Thaska falling between Rohtak and Gohana line of 
Northern Railway;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) w hether any p re lim inary  survey has been 
conducted in this regard;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) to (e) Do not arise.

Supply of Steel

1005. SHRI SOUMYA RANJAN ; Will the Minister 
of STEEL be pleased to state :

(a) w he th e r the U nion G overnm ent are 
contemplating to review the steel distribution policy and 
to decontro l the supply of stee l to the dom estic 
consumers; and

(b) if so, the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINISTER OF 
MINES (SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA) ; (a) 
There is no proposal to review the steel distribution 
policy at present. As per the extant policy, supply of 
steel is decontrolled. However, the requirements of 
Defence, Railways, Small Scale Industries, Exporters of 
Engineering Goods and the North-Eastern Region are 
met on priority.

(b) Does not arise in view of (a) above. 

[Translation]

Telephone Connections in Gujarat

1006. SHRI JAYSINH CHAUHAN : Will the Minister 
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) the number ot telephone connections provided 
in Gujarat during 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97, so 
far, district-wise; and

(b) the number of applicants in the waiting list till 
December, 1996, district-wise; and

(c) the time by which these waiting lists are likely 
to be cleared, district-wise and place-wise?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) and (b) The required information 
is given in the enclosed Statement.

(c) The waiting list as on 31.12.96 for ail the 
d is tr ic ts  and p laces  in G u ja ra t w ill be c lea re d  
progressively by March, 1999 except technically non 
feasible cases.



Statem ent

S.No. Name of District No. of telephone connections 
provided during 

1994-95 1995-96 1996-97
(as on 31.1.97)

Waiting list 

(as on 31.12.96)

1. Ahmedabad 18919 33279 16369 51090
2. Amreli 1747 2369 1197 6261
3. Banaskantha (PMP) 2769 4298 2381 9245
4. Baroda 16000 19654 10987 33911
5. Bharuch 2510 5711 5616 9664
6. Bhavnagar 4615 3549 2067 20242
7. Bhuj 4348 2905 5099 14989
8. Gandhinagar 4741 2891 687 3911
9. Panchmahal 3300 2723 2371 6049

10. Jamnagar 4826 3504 2564 8155
11. Junagadh 3686 1720 3873 15914
12. Rajkot 9390 11070 8001 18379
13. Sabarkantha 2842 2786 1773 11360
14. Surat 20001 15114 14648 30141
15. Surendranagar 2382 1802 2192 4088
16. Mehsana 822.8 8021 5685 19805
17. Kheda 4023 4121 2567 12800
18. Valsad 7303 8189 4349 15395
19. Dang-Ahwa 52 101 129 96
20. Union Territories

(Diu, Daman & Dadra Nagar Haveli)
805 1105 632 3264

122507 134832 93187 294759

[English]

Flight to Gulf Countries

1007. DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI :
SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH BHATI :

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
be state :

(a) whether the Government propose to introduce 
new flights to some Gulf and Central Asian countries;

(b) if so, the details thereof alongwith the countries 
to which these flights are proposed to be introduced; 
and

(c) the time by which the above new flights are 
proposed to be introduced?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) to (c) Air India and Indian Airlines have 
introduced 11 new flights on Gulf sectors during the 
year 1996-97. Further augmentation of flights to Gulf

countries would depend upon the market requirements, 
which are co ns ta n tly  m on ito red  by the a ir lin e s  
through traffic surveys. Air India/Indian Airlines have 
also been asked to conduct a traffic survey to consider 
the feasibility of introducing direct airlinks to Tashkent 
and Almaty.

New Aviation Policy

1008. SHRI BANWARl LAL PUROHIT :
SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN :
SHRI BACHl SINGH RAWAT ‘BACHDA’ : 
SHRI PRADIP BHATTACHARYA :
SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV :
SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO :

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
be state :

(a) whether the Government have recently approved 
the new aviation policy;

(b) if so, the salient features thereof;


