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(b) whether the wage rate has re-
cently been reduced ;

(c) if so, by how much and since
when ; and

(d) the reasons therefor ?

The Minister of Railways and Tra-
psport (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) In
1949, pending fixation of wages by
the Provincial Government, the wages
of palledars employed by the Handl-
ing Contractor in the Goods Shed,
Allahabad, were provisionally fixed
at Rs. 1-8-0 per man per day. On re-
ceipt of the recommendations of the
Deputy Commissioner Allahabad, the
contractor increased the wages to
Rs. 1-12-0 per day, withi effect from
1-2-1950.

(b) Yes.

(c) The wage rate has been reduced
to Rs. 1-4-0 per day with effect from
1-2-1955.

(d) The wages paid are mainly for
settlement between the contractor and
the labour employed by him and ap-
parently the new contractor who took
over ‘he handling contract on and
from 1-2-1955, has been able to secure
labour at Rs. 1-4-0 per day.

GooDs TRAFFIC IN ASSAM

2540. Shri K.P. Tripathi : Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state : '

(a) the existing tonnage capacity of
the Railway wagon and steamers
combined for exporting goods into
and outside Assam ;

(b) What is the total requirement
as compared to this;

(c) the estimated increuse. in ton-
nage requirements of the impcrts and
export to and from Assam during the
Second Plan period ; and

(d) the steps being taken now and
proposed to be taken during the Se-
cond Five Year Plan ?

The Minister of Railv.nyl and Tra-
nsport (Shri L. B, Shastri) : (a) Appro-
ximately 2,660 tons per day each way.
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(b) According to rhe latest figures
iven by the Assam Government their
immediate requirement of import is
about 2400 tons per day.

(c) The estimated increase of im-
ports to Assam in connection with
the Second Five Year Plan as indicat-
ed by the Assam Government is
about 25% of the immediatc require-
ment, that is about 3000 tons per
day. The total requirement for export
from Assam is expected to be much
less than the capacity available.

(d) The existing capacity by all the
routes to Assam is adequate to meet
the present demands. Additional faci-
lities would be provided to meet the
increased demands indicated by the
Planning Commission within the re-
duced allotment of funds for the
Railway during the Second Five Year
Plan. One of the main problems to
effectively maintain flow of traffic is
the maintenance of rail communica-
tion throughout the vear.

A Technical Committee of experts
has been appointed to examine the
possibility of ensuring the stability of
the Assam Rail Link Route during
the rains. On receipt of their report
further action will be taken to streng-
then or realign the route. Additional
rolling stock will also be provided
consistent naturally with the availabili-
ty of funds during the Second Five
Year Plan period.

RAlLWAY EMPLOYEES

2541. Shri Veeraswamy: Will thc
Minister_ of Railways be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that clerks
appointed in 1947 and working in the
Accounts Office at Trichinopoly on
the Southern Railway have not yet
been confirmed; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ?

The Minister of Railways and Tra-
nsport (Shri L. B. Shastrl) : (a) and
(b). Out of 76 clerks Class II ap-
pointed in the year 1947. 26 have al-
ready been confirmed and 12 more
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are being confirmed against per-
manent vacancies. The remaining will
be confirmed on the occurrence of
permanent vacancies.
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