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The Minister of Commerce and In-
doustry and Iron and Steel (Shri T. T.
Krishnamachari) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Committee has recommend-
ed that Govt, should recruit skilled
technicians from the following sour-
ces:

(1) Training Centres run by the
Ministry of Labour and State Govern-
ments.

(2) The existing Stcel Plants ;

(3) The Open Market.

The Committee has also submitfed a
detailed list of suitable engineering
works in country with information as
to how many trainees can be placed
in cach for practical training; it has
also recommended that special metal-
lurgical courses be arranged for the
trainees in :

(1) Indian Institute of Science, Ban-
galore.

(2) Poona Enginecring College ;

(3) College of Mining and Metal-
lurgy, Banaras.

(4) Bengal Engincering College.

(5) Indian Institute of Technology,
Kharagpur.

FAIR PRICES OF AUTOMOBILES

1497, Shri Ram Krishan : Will the
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleascd to state :

(a) whether the Tariff Commission
has completed its cnquiry on the fair
Ex-works and selling prices of auto-
mobiles ;

(b) if so, the main recommendations
thereof ; and

(¢) if not, the rcasons therefor ?

The Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry and Iron and Steel (Shri T. T.
Krishnamachari): (a) to (c). The
enquiry is in progress.

ALL INDIA HANDLOOM WEEK

1499, Shri N. B, Chowdhury : Will
the Minister of Commerce and Indus-
try be pleased to state :

(a) whether the information regard-

ing the sale of handloom products in
West Bengal during the “All India
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Handloom Week—1956" has since
been made available to the All India
Handloom Board by the State Govern-
ment ; and

(b) if so, the quantity and the value
of the products sold and the ordinary
and the special rebates paid during
the same period?

The Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry and Iron and Steel (Shri T. T.
Krishnamachari) : (a) Mo, Sir.

(b) Information is being collected
from the State Government and will be
laid on the Table of the House.

U. N. OBSERVERS IN KASHMIR

1500. Shri Krishnacharya Joshi:
Will the Prime Minister be pleased to
state :

(a) The total number of U.N. Ob-
servers on the Cease-fire line in Kash-
mir, and

(b) thc namcs of countrics to which
they belong?

The Prime Minister and Mimister
of External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): (a) and (b). The number of
U. N. Observers is not fixed but varies
from time to time. On the Ist April
1956, their number was 34, coming
from the following countries : —

Australia 7
Belgium
Canada
Chile
Denmark
Grecen
Guatemala
Holland

New Zealand
Norway
Philippines
Sweden
U.-K.
Uruguay
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1501 Shri M. Islameddin :
*\ Shri D. C. Sharma :

Will thc Prime Minister be plcased
to state the nature of gifts which
India has received from U.S.S.R. after
the visit of Marshal Bulganin and Mr.
Khrushchev?
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The Prime Minister and Minister
of External Afiairs (Shri Jawaharlal

‘Nebru) : Agricultural Machinery of

various kinds for use in the establish-
ment of a State Experimental Farm,
and a passenger aircraft “IL-14-P”
were received as gifts from the Soviet
Leaders after their visit to India.

ALL INDIA HANDICRAFTS BOARD

1502. Shri Krishnacharya Joshi :
Will the Minister of Production be
pleased to state :

(a) what were the main activities
of the All India Handicrafts Board
during 1955 ;

(b) the progress made in the Pottery,
Toy-Making, Mat-Weaving and Prints
industries during the same period ; and

(c) whether there was a satisfactory
marketing of handicraft products?

The Minister of Production (Shri
K. C. Reddy): (a) The main activi-
tics of the All-India Handicrafts Bourd
during 1955-56 were the following : -

(1) Scrutiny of schemes of develop-
ment of Handicraft Industries prepared
by State Governments und institutions
and recommendation of suitable finan-
cial assistance for such schemes.

(2) Establishment of Pilot Centres
for the revival of selected Handicrafts
Industries and training of personnel.

(3) Establishment of Design Centres
and a Handicrafts Museum.

(4) Promotion of marketing of Han-
dicrafts by organisation and participa-
tion in Exhibitions in India and ab-
road, publicity schemes, assistance to
Emporia etc.

(5) Research into the problems of
Handicrafts Industries.

(b) The Development of handicrafts
is the responsibility of Statc Govern-
ments. However, to supplement their
efforts in the development of all these
industries financial assistance has been
given to many State Governments on
the basis of specific schemes received
from them. It is understood that satis-
factory progress is being made. Handi-
crafts Board have also started the fol-
lowing Pilot centres for imparting
training : —
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(1) Blue pottery industry at New
Delhi.

(2) Dolls and toy making at Bom-
bay.

(3) Toy-making, at
(Andhra).

For further information the atten-
tion of the Hon’ble member is invited
to the Annual Report of the Handi-
crafts Board for 1955-56.

(c) There has been a progressive
improvement.
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