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of villages by our forces  taken place. 
There are strict instructions against such 
action by our officers. But there exists the 
risk of the houses catching fire when hostiles 
entrench themselves in defensive positions 
inside the villages. There were seven such 
occasions when houses were set alight and 
the fire spread to the neighbouring houses. 
In such situations it is difficult to say whc- 
ter the fire was t e result of sniping by 
the hostiles or our forces.

Five loyal villages were burnt down by 
the hostiles  themselves.

(c)  and (d). Relief action was taken after
every such case of destruction, regardless 
of ihe fact whether the village has been 
hosiile. Such relief action consists in air
dropping of essential articles like rice and 
blankets.  Naga houses are built very 
quickly by the villagers themselves with 
local material and the question ot home
lessness does not arise.
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