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The Minister of Food and Ai^riciUture 
(Shri Kidwal): (a) Yes. *

(b) Rs. 288-21 lakhs in 1953-54 and 
Rs. 102-75 lakhs in 1954-55.

S o la r  E c l ip s e  O b s e r v a t io n s

96. Siiri Krishnacharya Joshi: Will 
the Minister of Communications be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether scientists and meteoro
logists from various parts of the coun
try gathered at Phalodi near Jodhpur 
on the 30th June 1954 for observations 
of the total Solar eclipse; and

(b) if so, what are the important re
sults of the observations which are of 
astronomic importance?

The Minister of Communications 
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) Groups of
observing parties from the Meteorolo
gical Observatories at Bombay, Poona, 
Kodaikanal and Delhi gathered at 
Phalodi to record special magnetic, 
ionospheric, atmospheric and limited 
solar observations durihg the total solar 
eclipse on. the 30th June 1954.

(b) A statement giving the required 
information is laid on the TatJle of the 
Lok Sabha. [See Appendix I, annex- 
ure No. 59.]

T ea G a r d e n s

97. Shri Lakshmidhar Jena: Will
the Minister of Labour be pleased to 
state the number of persons who have 
returned from Assam to Orissa so far 
as a result of closure of certain tea 
gardens during the -years 1952, 1953
and 1954?

The Minister of Labour (Shri V. V. 
Girl); According to the information 
available, 8480 persons including de
pendents were repati^pted from Assam 
to Orissa during the period 1st Sep
tember. 1951 to 30th June, 1952, 11.231 
from 1st September, 1952 to 30th June. 
1053 and 6,400 from 1st September, 
105:̂  to 30th June, 1954.

Separate figures of labourers 
repatriated due to closure of tea
gardens are not available.

t  V  11 VERS  ON THE EASTERN RAILWAY

98. Shri Lakshmidhar Jena: Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) the number of sweepers engaged 
on the Eastern Railway;

(b) the amount spent by the Rail
way towards the education of these 
sweepers and their children;

(c) the number of elementary 
schools maintiiined by the Railway 
giving the places where they are 
located;

(d) the names of places where these 
schools are located; and

(e) whether Government consider 
these arrangements as adequate?

The Deputy Minister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a) 9240.

(b) Children of all railway servants, 
including sweepers, can avail them
selves of the facilities of Railway 
schools wherever these are available. 
The Railway Administration also pro
vides evening classes for advancing 
adult literacy. No data is available 
regarding the amount specifically spent 
by the Railway Administration on the 
education of sweepers and their 
children, nor is it possible to collect

(c) and (d). 33: A list is attached 
herewith. {See Appendix I, annexure
No. 60.]

(e) Education is a State responsi
bility but Railway Administrations are 
running railway schools to supplement 
the schools provided by State Govern
ments and local institutions, in order to 
improve the educational facilities 
available to children of railway em
ployees, particularly in large railway 
colonies.
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