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The Minister of Food and Afiicnl- 
tore (Shrl Kidwal); A statement is 
laid on the Table of the House. (See 
Appendix VIII. annexure No. 20)

I m p o r t  o f  S u g a r

635. Shil K. G. SodhU: WiU the
Minister of Food and Agrionltim be
pleased to state:

(a) the probable cost of sugar pro-
posed to  be imported during the 
current year; and

(b) the period for which sugar 
would continue to be imported in the 
country?

The Minister of Food and Agricnl- 
tnre (Shrl Kidwai): (a) The probable
C. & F. cost of 6,90.000 tons of refined 
sugar proposed to be imported during 
the period April—December, 1954, is 
Rs. 35,42,53,000/-.

(b) As long as indigenous produc-
tion of sugar is found insufficient to 
meet the internal requirements.

R a i l w a y m e n  in v o l v e d  IK R a i l -A c c id e n t s

636. Shri Sadhan Gupta: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether any railwaymen lost 
their lives recently due to accidents 
id the Alipurduar District of the 
Eastern Railway;

(b) if so, the nature and causes of 
these accidents; and

’<c) the action taken by Govern-
ment in the matter?

The Deputy Minister of RaUways 
and Transport (Shil Alagesan): (a)
and (b)\ At about 3-00 hours on 23rd 
August. 1954. when the Inspector of 
Works, Mai Jimction and his TroUey- 
man was proceeding on a Light Engine 
over the Hathinala Bridge to inspect 
its safety, in view of abnormal floods 
in the river, the engine went down into

the river, due prima facie to the col-
lapse of a pier of the Bridge under it. 
Except the Inspector of Works, who 
was found on 30th August. 1954, in 
an exhausted condition and is now in 
hospital, the other four are presumed 
to have died.

Alipurduar District is on the North 
Eastern Railway, not on the Eastern 
Railway as stated in the question.

(c) As this is an unusual occurr-
ence, no specific action can be taken 
for the prevention of similar cases.

B r h a c h b s  i n  A s s a m L i n k

637. Shri Sadhan GnpU: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) the number of places where 
there have been breaches in the new 
Assam Link line and in the railway 
lines in the Alipurduar Pistrlcl In 
North Eastern Railway;

(b) the number of cases in which 
there have been breaches in previous 
years also; and

(c) the steps that have been taken 
by Government to see that breaches 
in the line do not recur in future?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Trannwrt (Shri Alagesan): (a)
The number of places where there 
have been breaches to the new Assam 
Rail Link is 28 and the nimiber in the 
lines in the Alipurduar Division of the 
North Eastern Railway is 51.

(b) Seven of the places breached in 
1952 have again been breached this 
year.

(c) The steps to be taken by the 
Railway will be decided in the light 
of the recommendations of the Joint 
Committee of the State Authorities 
and the Railway on the measures ne-
cessary to avoid damages by floods.

T o u r i s t  P u b l i c i t y  ‘

«38. Millft AbdoliiUal; Will tti* 
Minister of Transport be pleased to ' 
state the amount spent on Tourlsi
publicity in (i) India and (ii)' outside 
India in 1953-54?
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The Depaty Minister of Railwayfi 
and Transport (Shri Alaresan):
Tourist Publicity material is generally 
produced in India and distributed 
both in India and abroad. Separate 
figures of expenditure are not at pre-
sent maintained. The total expendi-
ture during 1953-54 was Rs. 2,54.800/-.

Br id g e s  i n  A s s a m

€S9. Shri K. P. Tripathi: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
sUte:

(a) whether the construction of the 
new bridge on the river near Misa- 
mari Station in Assam has been com-
pleted; and

(b) if so, what is proposed to be 
done with the old bridge?

Th  ̂ De^ty Mintoter of RaUways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
9ft per cent, work of construction of 
the new bridge has been completed.

(b) The old bridge is proposed to 
be dismantled as neither the Defence 
Department nor the Government of 
Assam are interested in the purchase 
of the old bridge for using it as a 
road bridge

Daiss OP I n d i a n  A i r l i n e s  H o s t e s s e s

_  r Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh:
\  Shrimaii Renu Chakravartty:

Will the Minister of Communications 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that uni-
forms o | hostesses of the Indian Air 
Lines are proposed to be standardized; 
and

(b) if sOk what are the details of 
the proposalt

The Depnly Minister of Oommunioa- 
tlona (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes.
Sir.

(h> The matter is being examined. 
No proposals have yet been formulat-
ed.
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L o u s h ip a t  A r e a

IS42. Shri RLAang Keishing: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) the acreage of land brought 
under cultivation in the Loushipat 
area (Manipur) during 1952-53 and
1953-54;

(b) the amount contributed by 
Government; and

(c) the revenue to be collected 
annually by Government from the re-
claimed land?

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) to (c). The
required information is not available 
and has been called for from the State 
Government. It will be laid on the 
Table of the Sabha as soon as receiv-
ed.
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