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The Deputy Minister of External 
Affairs (Shri AnU K. Chanda): (a)
Yes.

(b) Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, Minis
ter of Finance. Mr. R. G. Senanayake, 
Minister of Commerce, Mr. Wikreman- 
ayake, Minister of Justice. Dr. Kaleel, 
Minister of Labour and Mr. Goona- 
sena de Soyza, Secretary. The Sub
committee consisting of the above 
has started functioning.
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Soda A sh

. /  Shri A. K. Gopalan:
"^•\Shri V. P. Nayar:

(a) WiU the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry be pleased to state whe
ther Soda Ash has been imported in 
the current year?

(b) What was the landed cost of the 
imported article?

(c) What is the sale price of the 
article at present?

(d) What were the quantities of 
this article imported in 194B-49?

ICie Minister of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri T. T. Krishnamachari):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). The control over the 
price of Soda Ash ceased with the 
lapsing of Supply and Prices of Goods 
Act, 1950, on the 14th February, 1954. 
Before that the maximum price that 
could be charged *by an importer or 
producer for different verieties of 
Soda Ash ranged from Rs. 19-8-0 to 
Rs. 30-11-0.

(d) 32,71,345 Cwts.

Silrt A. k . Gopalan:
Shri V. P. Nayar:

Will tihe Minister of Commerce 
and Industry be pleased to state:

(a) what are the important uses of 
Blanc fixe in the Indian industry; and

(b) what is the estimated require
ment of this material for the current 
year?

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri T. T. Krishnamachari):
(a) Blanc fixe is an essential extend
er for use with Titanium Dioxide. It 
is also used in the manufacture of 
Paints and Enamels, Dyes, Printing 
Inks, Rubber and Textiles.

(b) About 500 tons Tor January- 
June, 1954.

R ubber

419. Shri S. C. Samanta: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
be pleased to state:

(a) the value of rubber goods or 
rubber goods specialities which have 
been imported in 1953;

(b) what was the annual import be
fore 1947; and

(c) the amount and value of export 
of raw rubber and rubber goods since 
1947 year-wise?

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri T. T. KrlflGinamachari):
(a) Rs. 4,527,000

(b) Rs. 798,000 in 1945 and 
Rs. 2,157,000 in 1946.

(c) A statement is attached. [5ec 
Appendix VIII, annexure No. 55]

B iscuits ( I mport)

420. Shri L. Jogeswar Singh: Will 
the Minister of Commerce and tndns- 
try be pleased to state:

(a) the quantity in pounds of foreign 
biscuits imported into India in 1953 
and the quantity expected to be im
ported in 1954; and

(b) the total value of such imports?




