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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE
Wednesday, the 1th April, 1954.

The Hcmse met at two of the Clock

[M r . S peaicer in  the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONSl

Salt

♦1625, Shrl Jhulaa Slnha: Will the
Minister of Production be pleased to
state what decision has been arrived
at on the recommendation of the
Commodities Control Committee for
abolition of the nominee system
wherever it exists and for the provi­
sion of free import of salt?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Production (Shri E. G.
Bnbey): The concerned State Govern­
ments have been consulted on the lines
recommended by the Commodity
Controls Committee and a decision
will be taken on receipt of replies
from all the States.

Shri Jhulan Sinha: May I know if,
in view of the continued exploitation
of the consumers in areas where this
system prevails, Government consider
it desirable to come to a speedy con­
clusion in the matter?

STjfi R. G. Dubey: That is what I 
said. Actually, Government have been
^handling the matter expeditiously.
W e have called for urgent replies
irom  the State Governments, and some
•of the State Governments, for instance
Vindhya Pradesh, Madhya Bharat and
Himachal Pradesh, have already sent
replies, j |
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Shri Jhulan Sinha: When were tbs
other Governments approached in the
matter?

Shri R. G. Dubey: I believe it wa§
in the month of February that a
communication was addressed to the
State Governments.

Shrimati A. Kale: May I know whe­
ther we are selt-sufflcient in salt or
whether we have to import?

Shri R. G. Dubey: No Sir, we ar«
self-sufHcient.
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T elephone Cables

*1626. Shrl Radba Ranuui: WiU the
Minister of Production be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the factory to produoa
telephone cables has since gone into
production; and

(b) from which country^these cables
are being imported at present?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister ot ProducUon (Shri E.
Dubey: (a) Yes. The factory has Just
been commissioned for production and
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trial production of unarmoured cable 
has commenced.

(b) Germany, Japan, England, 
Italy and Holland.

Shri Radha Raman: What is our total 
requirement of telephone cables, and 
what portion of this requirement will 
be met by this factory?

Shri R. G. Dubey: The estimates 
were prepared in 1049-50 of cables. 
At that time it was felt that we would 
require 469 miles. The present esti­
mates are of the order of 660 miles. 
We propose to produce of the order 
o f 470 miles.

Shri Radha Raman: May I know how 
long Government will take to make 
India self-sufficient in the production of 
telephone cables?

ShH R« G. Dttbey: So far as govern­
ment requirements are concerned, it is 
660 miles of cables. I have no idea 
whether telephone cables are required 
by other concerns. But this mucih I 
can say that so far as the govern­
ment requirements are concerned, i^ 
the very near future we shall be able 
to satisfy the demand.
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Shri B* S. Murthy: May I know  ̂
what is the difference in price betweex^ 
the imported and the indigenous^ 
cables?

Shri R. G. Dubey: I am sorry I an  ̂
not in a position to state that.

Coffee Estates

♦1627. Shri S. C. Samanta: Will the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) how many coffee estates are 
interplanted with orange trees, car­
damom and pepper vines;

(b) whether these interplanted es­
tates are more profitable;

(c) whether any special variety o f 
coffee is required for interplantation;

(d) whether any attempts have 
been made to cultivati^coffee in areas 
other than the southern part of India; 
and

(e) if so, with what results?
The Minister of Commerce (Shrf 

Karmarkar): (a) to (c). Precise in­
formation is not available.

(d) and (e). Attempts were made 
to grow coffee in certain parts o f 
Bihar, West Bengal (bordering on the 
East Bengal). Assam and in scattered 
patches in Upper Madhya Pardesh,. 
Orissa and Andhra States. The results, 
were not found encouraging.
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