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The Deputy Minister of Communlca- 
tions (Shri B»1 Bahadar): (a) and (b). 
Normally all schemes for provision of 
telegraph and telephone facilities should 
not involve any loss to the Govern
ment. A loss upto a limit ^  ^  500 
P.A. is. however, permitted in oie case 
of a new telegraph office, provided the 
population of the place is not less than
5,000 and if there is no other office 
within a radius of five miles. Pro
posals which do not fulfil these condi
tions are sanctioned only if they are 
guaranteed by the respective State 
Government or other parties. Any 
telephone scheme involving a loss 
would also have to be similarly 
guaranteed.

The cases relating to the district and 
tchsil stations in Vindhya Pradesh are 
being examined on this basis. The 
question of liberalising these condi
tions is, however, under consideration.

(c) and (d). All district head
quarters stations in Vindhya Pradesh 
have telegraph fficilitles. Telegraph 
811 P.S.D.

facilities are also available at Ajaigarh 
where messages are transmitted and 
received on the telephone line to Pan- 
na. Regarding the tehsil stations 
which remain to be provided, the 

‘ Vindhya Pradesh Government have 
been addressed for accepting the 
guarantee conditions.

(e) and (f). The proposals are 
under correspondence with the State 
Government regarding the guarantee 
terms. They will be sanctioned if the 
terms are accepted by the State Gov
ernment.

. Signals and T elephones on 
N. E. Railway

*307. Shri Blshwa Nath Roy: Will
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether there are some sta
tions without signals and telephone 
connections on the North Eastern 
Railway; and

(b) if so. whether Government pro
pose to equip them fully like other 
Railway stations?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
All stations on the North Eastern Rail
way are provided with signals except 
flag Stations where Signals are not 
required. 254 Crossing Stations and 
135 flag Stations have not yet been 
provided with telephones.

(b) Does not arise so far as the 
question of providing signals is con
cerned. Railway Control telephones 
are, however, being provided as and 
when required for operational reasons,

DiSTUltBANCaBS BETWEEN EOMORE AND
T innevelly

«308. Shri Mtmlswamy: (a) Will 
the Minister of Railways be please.i 
to state the total amount of loss ir- 
curred by the Southern Railway 
owing to the recent disturbances 
caused during the second week of 
July, 1953 between Egmore and Tln- 
ncvelly Junctkoi?
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(b) What steps have been taken by 

the authorities to prevent such dis
turbances in future?

The Deputy Minister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a) No
serious loss or damage to railway 
property has been caused.

(b) It is primarily the responsibility 
of the State Government to take neces
sary measures to prevent such occur
rences.

R ic e  R e s e a r c h  I n s t it u t e  a t  C u t t a c k

*309. Shri Muniswamy: (a) Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that a new remedy has been found 
against insect pests in the Central 
Rice Research Institute at Cuttack?

(b) Have steps been taken to 
popularise this remedy throughout 
India?

(c) Is the Research Institute carry
ing on further investigations on this 
remedy?

The Minister of Food and Agri
culture (Shri Kidwai): (a) Yes;
powdered rhizome of an indigenous 
semi-aquatic plant called ‘Sweat flag* 
has been found very effective against 
pests of stored rice and paddy.

(b) This has been published in the 
annual reports of the Institute.

(c) Yes; further work is in progress.

D e l i v e r y  o f  M a il s  a t  B a l o d a  B a z a r

*310. Shd B. N. Mlsra: (a) WiU 
the Minister of Commnnications be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that mails at Baloda Bazaar are de
livered to addressees on the second or 
even on the third day of their arrival 
at the post office?

(b) If so, what steps have the 
Postal authorities taken for an earlier 
delivery?

The Deputy Minister of Communlca- 
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Some of 
the articles were being delivered on 
Uie following day of their arrival and

if the next day happened to be a Sun
day they were delivered on the third 
day. on account of the Rail and the 
mail motor timings.

(b) Additional staff has been sanc
tioned to avoid the delay and to 
expedite the delivery and endeavours 
are also being made to revise the mail 
motor timings.

P o s t a l  R a t e s  o n  B o o k s

*311. Shri Aulan Sintaa: Will the
Minister of Conunmileatioiui be 
pleased to state the trend in the in
come from postage on book-packets 
since the enhanced rates have come 
into operation in the current fingncial 
year?

The Deputy Minister of Communica
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur); The infor
mation is not available as no account 
is kept of the revenue derived from 
various items of traffic separately. But 
from the trend of traffic for the month 
of May. 195.3 it would appew that the 
income is on the increase.
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