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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE
Wednesday, 18th March, 1953.

The House met at Two of the Clock. 

[M r . D e p u t y -Speake r  in the ChairJ 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

H istory  of F reedom M onum ent

*839. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh; Will 
the Minister of Education be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether the Government of 
India have set up a Board of editors 
under the Chairmanship of Dr. Syed 
Mahmud, M.P., to prepare a history 
of the freedom movement in India;

(b) if so. the terms of reference to 
that Board; and

(c) whether any time-limit has been 
fixed during which the work of the 
Board is to be completed?

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re
sources and Scientific Research (Shrl 
K. D. Malaviya): (a) Yes.

(b) To compile a comprehensive 
History of Freedom Movement in 
India,

(c) Yes, Sir. Three years.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
whether that history will be only an 
account of the freedom movement of 
India or it will also contain a picture 
of the awakening of the national 
consciousness and other matters?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: This history
will be concerned with the Freedom 
movement of India.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I
know whether any other Committee 
was appointed before the appoint
ment of this Committee, and if so, 
what work that Committee did and 
with what result?
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[The Minister of Edtieation and 
Natural Resources and Scientific Re
search (Maulana Azad): Earlier a
Committee was set up to find out the 
sources from which such material 
could be collected. But its report was 
not of much help. It was t'.ien that 
this Committee was set up.]
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[Maulana Azad: Yes. I f  the hon.
Member so desires, it would be 
laid on the Table of the House.]

Shri N. Sreekantan Nair: May I
know whether this history will include 
the contributions made by organized 
labour and the kisan movements in 
India?
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Shri K. D. Malaviya: This history 
will cover all phases of the Freedom 
movement that culminated in the com
ing of independence to this country.

Shri B. S. Murthy; May I know 
whether this history will contain the 
aspect of the agrarian revolution that 
has enhanced the working of the 
Freedom movement?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: All these are
suggestions and are likely to be consi
dered by the Committee.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We cannot go
into The chapter and verse.

Shri Punnoose: May 1 know the
members of this Board?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: The composi
tion of he Committee is as follows:—

Dr. Syed Mahmud— Chairman.

Acharya Narendra Deva, Vice
Chancellor of Benares Hindu Uni
versity.

Shri Balwantray G. Mehta, M.P.

Dr. S. N. Sen. Delhi.

Prof. Habib, Professor, Muslim Uni
versity, Aligarh.

Prof. K. A. Niiakanta Sastri, Pro
fessor of Indology, Mysore Uni
versity, Mysore.

Shri D. V. Potdar. Poona.

Dr. R. C. Majumdar, Calcutta.

Shri S. Ghose. M.P.. Member 
and Honorary Secretary.

Shri P. T. Chacko: Maj' I know
whether this will include that part of 
the movement which took place in 
the native states?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I have just 
now answered the question.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Mem
bers need not ask for details as to
what is going to be included.
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[Maulana Azad: The Committee
will decide it. But things as they 
are, it would be desirable to write 
this History first in English and then 
to translate it in other languages of 
India.]

Shrimati A. Kale: May I know why 
no Maharashtrians have been included 
in the Committee in spite of the fact 
that Maharashtra has taken a subs
tantial part in the political movement?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I presume
Mr. Potdar is from Poona................
{Interruption) ■

Mr, Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. I 
find much interest being evinced by 
hon. Members.

Kumari Annie Mascarene: May I
know whether there is any lady mem
ber on this Board? We aLso contri
buted to the Freedom movement.

Shri K. D. Malaviya: There is no
Lady mem^ber on the Committee.

Dr. Suresh Chandra: What elTorts
have been made by Government to 
collect information about the Free
dom movement which was carried on 
in other countries?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: This hi.' t̂ory
of Freedom movement will relate to 
cur country only.

Shri T. K. Chaudhuri: May I know 
if there is any arrangement for con
tacting leaders of old revoLutionaiy 
movements such as the Anushilin. 
Jugantar. Ghadar and such other 
parties?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: All these
questions will be considered by the 
Committee.

Shri Veeraswamy: May I know
whether the history of the Freedom 
movement will contain the activities 
of leaders who later on either joined 
other parties or founded now parties 
like. Periyar E. V. Ramaswamy 
Naicker. Leader of the Dravidian 
Federation?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Everything
new will be included,

Shri N. R. M. Swamy: May I know 
the estimated cost of this scheme?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: The estimat
ed cost of this will be between Rs. 
four to five lakhs or may be less.




