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The scheme of District Industries Centres
become an important constituent

of the Is of implementing the Indus-
trial Policy of the Government. 346 DICs
have since been sanctioned while the
DICs in the remaining districts in the
country are likely to be sanctioned shortly.
This programme is likely,to continue dur-
ing the sixth plan. Efforts are also being
made to complete recruitment of staff to
man the various posts sanctioned in the
DICa. Special efforts are being made to
promote development of small, cotiage
and village industries in the North Eas-
tern region of the country for which a
special Standing Committee of the All
India Small Scale Industries Board has
been constituted. The Standing Committee
had held its first meeting in Shillong in
May 1979 and the next meeting is sche-
duled to be held during the second week

of August 1979.
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Exhibitions for Handlccm Deavdop-
ment at Calcutta and Madras

547. SHRI DURGA CHAND: Will
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased
to state:

(a) whether recently exhibitiors wae
organised by the Office of the Commis-
sioner for Handloom Development, Go-
vernment of India at Calcutta and Madras;

(b) if so, the details of the sale of
handloom fabrics at these exhibitions in
terms of total value of sales; and

(c) what further steps are being taken
to organise such exhibitions in the counuy
and abroad?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) Yes, Sir. A National Handlccm Expo
was organised during Fcbruery-March,
1979 at Calcutta by the Office of the
Development  Commissioner  for Hard-
looms 1n collaboration with the Govain-
ment of West Bengal. The Development
Commissioner for Handlocms also parti-
cipated in the All India Handloom Exhi-
bition, Madras during April-May. 1¢%9.





