
211 Written Answers JULY 10, 1979 Written Answers 212

(d ) the im pact o f the h igh  p rice  o f 
p etro leu m  on th e  cost o f liv in g  and 
on the b u d g eta ry  resources?

T H E  M IN IS T E R  O F P E T R O L E U M , 
C H E M IC A L S  A N D  F E R T I L IZ E R S  
(S1IR 1 II. N. H A IIU G U N A ): (a, and
(b) D uring the period Ja n u a r y —  Ju n e , 
1979 a to ta l q u a n tity  oi a p p ro x im a te ly  
7.7 m illion  tonnes of C ru d e O il has 
boon im ported. C ru de  Oil im ports 
d u rin g  J u ly — D ecem ber. 1979 a re  e x 
pected  to bo o f the ordei o f 9 m illion  
lonn es. It  would not bo in the com 
m erc ia l interest o f th ? concerned Oil 
C om panies as also con trary  to in tern a
tio n a l p ractices to d isclose d etails  in 
respect o f prices.

<c) T h e prices o f petroleum  products 
are  determ ined on the b asis o f w eigh t
ed a v era g e  price of both indigenous 
and im ported crudes. F o llo w in g  the 
recent steep increases in p rice  o l im 
ported crude the w eighted avera g e  
p rice  has gone up. T he need fo r  con
sequent revision  in the prices o f petro
leum  products is  p resently  under consi
deration .

(d ) T h is  w ill depen d on th e  decision  
as  to th e exten t to w hich  the burden 
o f the increased  prices on the o il In 
d u stry  is decided to be recovered  
th rou gh  in crease  in prices of petroleum  
products.

Production and availability of coal for
power plants, cement units, etc.

343 . SHRT A . B A L A  P A JA N O R : 
W ill the M inister o f ENERGY be 
p leased  to state;

(o') th e present position  in reg a rd  
to a v a ila b ility  o f coal fo r  p o w er p lants, 
cem en t units and oth er in d u stries;

(b ) th e  ex ten t to  w h ich  th e  sh ort
com in gs w h ich  so serio u sly  affected  
th e  econom y d u rin g  last tw o  y e a rs  
h a v e  been  overcom e; and

(c) th e  rev ise d  estim ates o f  p ro
duction  d u rin g  cu rren t y e a r?

T H E  M IN IS T E R  O F  S T A T E  IN  T H E  
M IN IS T R Y  O F E N E R G Y  (S H R I JA N -  
E S H W A R  M I S H R A ) : (a ) T h e  sto ck  o f 
coal used b y  p ow er plant w a s  about 
7 m illio n  tonnes and stock of su p e rio r 
g rad e  non-coking coal used by R a i l
w a y s  and cem ent plant an d ind u stry  
w as about 4.2 m illion tonnes at the 
begiu in g  of the y ear. In addition to it 
p roduction  o f coal durin g the first 
q u a rte r  of 1979-80 it. ap p ro xim ate ly  
23.4 m illion  tonnes.

(b) A ction  is  being taken in con su l
tation w ith the S ta te  G overn m ent to 
im p ro ve  the law  and ord er situation  in 
the coalfields and also to im prove the 
in d u stria l re latio n s. E ffo rts  a re  a lso  
b e in g  m ad e to im p ro ve  th e  a v a ila b ili
ty  o f inpu ts such as, p o w er e x p lo s i
ves, s tee l an d  etc. fo r  in cre asin g  coal 
p roduction .

E ffo rts  are  s im u ltan eou sly  being 
m ad e to setp  u p  despatches o f coa l to 
con sum ers b y  au gm en tin g  fa c ilit ie s  fo r  
ra il loading at the co llieries and m ain
tain ing c lose coordination  w ith  the 
ra ilw a y s  fo r  stepping the supp ly  o f 
w agon 6:. T h e  sh o rtfa lls  in ra il despat
ches a re  being m ade good by in creased  
release  o f coal by  road

W ith thevp steps it is expected th at 
coal production  w ill  increase fu rth e r.

(c) T he orig inal target o f production 
fo r  1979-80 w as fixed at ap p ro xim ate ly  
118 m illion  tonnes. T h e revised  esti
m ates o f production durin g the cu rren t 
y e a r  h ave not so fa r  been determ ined.
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Stagnant preductien of Coal India
Limited

345. SHRI SUDHIR GHOSAL: Will
the Minister ?f ENERGY be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that an
investment of about Rs. 900 crores
have been made since nationalisation,
notwithstanding the production in
Coal India Limited, (CIL) has re-
mained almost stagnant and has shown
a downward trend between 1975_76
and 1977-78; and

(b) whether Government have
viewed the results of the past three
years against the enormous cost?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI JAN-
ESHWAR MISHRA): (a) An invest-
ment .of about Rs. 900/- crores has
been made in Coal India Ltd. since
nationalisation. Production of coal in
the country has increased from the
level of about 77.0 m.t. at the time of
nationalisation to a level of about 102
m.t. now. The production of Coal
India has increased from a level of
about 88.'98 m.t. in 1975-76 to about
90.07 m.t. in 1978-79 though there was
a marginal decrease in production in

1977-78.

(b) Though the cost of production of
coal has gone up due to the increase in
cost Of inputs, wages of workers going
up, incidence of excise "duty on inputs,
depreciation aUd interest etc. the price

. of coal has not been revised since 1975.
The unremunerative price of coal is

one of the factors which is responsible
Tor the losses suffered by Coal India
Limited.

Economy in consumption of petrel by
states

346. SHRI SUDHIR GHOSAL:
SHRI DALPAT-SINGH

PRASTE:

Wil1 the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS' bE;
pleased to state:

(a) the names of the States which
have taken steps for the economy of
petrol in their States and to what
extent so far their annual consump-
tio-, has been reduced; and

(b) whether Central Government
have also issued some guidelines to
the States in view 01 the shortage of
petrOl in the country?

THE MINLSTER OF pETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZEJ\':;
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
All the State Governments and Union
Territory Administrations were ad-
dressed by. the Prime Minister and by
me also to take steps to reduce the
consumptio-, of motor spirit (petrol)
in respect of the departments, public-
sector undertakings, etc. coming within
their control. Almost a'll of them
have since acknoweldged these l~tters
and intimated that they have issued/
are issuing suit'able instructions in the
matter to an concerned. As these
instructions were issued only towards
the end of March, 1979, the annual
extent of reduction in the petrol con-
sumption will be known only after the
current year is over.

(b) In the instructions issued to the
state Governments/Union Territory
Administrations, it has been indicated
that a target of saving of 15, per cent
in the consumption of petrol by the
Government Departments, public sec-
tor undertakings local bodies Gov-
ernment-aided agencies etc.,' during
19,79'-80 over that of 19'78-79 should be
possible. For achieving this objective"
they have been advised to. closely




