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THE  MINISTER  OF  ENERGY 
(SHRI P.  RAMACHANDRAN):  fa)
and (b). The Draft Five Year  Plan 
1978—83 lays priority for meeting the 
energy needb of the agricultural opera
tions also through bullock oower in the 
context of the small farms and the 
small farmer economy in tho country 
and  the  availability  of  draught 
aninals.  Even though the policy for 
development of cattle would lay majcr 
emphasis on increasing the  produc
tivity of stock in respect of milk pro
duction, there would  also be  sub
stantial improvement  in the  work
capacity of male progeny.  The plsn 
envisages a comprehensive and plann
ed crossbreeding of catle with exotic 
dairy breeds.  Sw>h programme would 
help in a large measpre in improving 
the draught capacity of the progeny 
frorr scrub animals  that  would be 
brought  under  the  crossbreeding or 
selective  breeding  programme.  Re
search and development  activities to 
imorove  bullock-cart  designs  and
socio-economic  surveys to  determine 
the* prdfcise role o£ bullock-carts have 
also been undertaken.  *
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Scarcity of Kerosene and Cooking Gas

1085. SHRI SAUGATA ROY:  WUi
the Minister of PETROLEUM, CHEMI
CALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether there is acute scarcity 
of kersosene and cooking  gas in the 
major cities.

(b) the reasons for the scarcity; and

(c) the steps taken  by Government 
to improve the distribution system?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS  AND  FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)  and 
(b). The sales of kerosene in the coun
try as a whole during the period April 
to November, 1978, were about 2.586 
million tonnes as against the allocation 
of about 2.560 million tonnes register
ing a growth of 12 per cent over the 
sales in the corresponding period last 
year.  In spite of this, however, due to 
shortage of other alternative fuels like 
coal, soft coke  and  firewood,  the 
demand for kerosene has  gone up 
considerably.  The spurt  in demand 
has resulted in shortage of the product 
being felt in some locations  in  the 
country.

As regards liquefied petroleum gas 
(cooking gas), the  demand of the 
existing customers is sought to be met 
in full.  During the past few months, 
however,  availability  of  liquefied 
petroleum gas was affected in some 
cities on account of labour problems, 
transportation  bottlenecks,  reduced 
availability from  refineries due  to 
planned or unscheduled shutdowns etc.

(c)  In spite of shortfalls include oil 
availability from Iran and difficulties 
in obtaining crude oil and petroleum 
products from international market, all 
efforts are being made to ensure sup
plies of kesosene to various locations 
in the country according to the alloca
tions.  The State Governments have 
been also advised to keep a close watch 
over the distribution of kerosene  for 
ensuring equitable  distribution  and 
preventing its going into  the black 
market.




