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Expenditure on Relief and Rehabili-
tion in flood affected W*st Bengal

848. PROF. SAMAR GUHA: Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) the aids given to West Bengal, 
in cost and kind, by  the Central Gov- 
ernment for relief and rehabilitation 
o f the flood victims o f the State;

(b ) the amount so far spent by the 
State Government and the schedule 
for  their expenditure for the above 
purposes;

(c ) whether the Government re­
ceived report about the expenditure 
from  the State Government; and if 
so, facts thereabout;

(d ) whether complaints about irre­
gular expenditure and some corrupt 
practices have been voiced in West 
Bengal; if  so, facts thereabout: and

(e) whether the Central Team have 
made any investigation about the 
nature of the expenditure o f the 
Centra aids; if so, facts thereabout?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT 
SINGH BARNALA): (a) The Union 
Government have allocated to the Gov­
ernment o f  West Bengal, the following

assistance for relief and rehabilitation 
o f the flood victims:

(Rs. in crores)

1 . Advance Plan assistance for
relief of natural calamity . 88*93

2. 1 , 15,500 tonnes of foodgrains
and pulses for gratuitous relief 15 -89

3 . 1 ,50.000 M.Ts of foodgrains under
Food for Work Programme *8*75

4. Short term loan for agricultural
inputs . . . . 25*00

5 . Value of medicines etc. (sup­
plied on credit payment basis) 0*37

Total . . 148*94

(b) and (c). According to the infor­
mation furnished to the Central Team 
which visited the State recently, the 
State Government have incurred an 
expenditure of Rs. 61.80 crores on vari­
ous items upto 31-1-1979.

(d) No specific complaints have been 
received in this behalf.

(e) The Central Team which visited 
the State from the 15th to the 17th 
February, 1979 reviewed the progress 
o f  expenditure of the Central assis­
tance and held discussions with the 
State Officials. The team has asked 
for certain particulars from the State 
Government. It’s report can be finalis­
ed only on receipt of those particulars 
from the State Government.
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Hindi as medium of instructions in 
Universities ^

850. SIIRI NARENDRA SINH: Will 
the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL 
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleased 
to state:

(a) Universities which have launch­
ed a time bound programme to switch 
over to Hindi as medium of instruc­
tions;

(b ) whether Government have 
asked the Universities in the Hindi 
speaking States to review the pro­
gress achieved in this regard; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(DR'. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUNDER):
(a) to (c). Most of the universities in 
the Hindi-speaking States already 
provide for Hindi as a medium of 
instruction in all subjects other than 
engineering, medicine and technology. 
A  conference of representatives from 
these States, while considering the 
progress of production of University 
level books in Hindi in January, 1979 
also reviewed the progress in the use 
o f Hindi as the medium of instruction

in the university level courses in these 
States. The Conference recommended 
that in a period of live years the pro­
duction of adequate number of books 
in all subjects, as also the training of 
teachers, etc. should be ensured so 
that the switch-over to Hindi in the 
Hindi-speaking States in fully imple­
mented.

Conference of wheat exporting and 
importing Countries

851. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether a meeting was held at 
Geneva in January, 1979 of the rru-ijor 
wheat exporting and importing Coun­
tries; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND  
IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU PRATAP 
SINGll): (a) and (b.». Yes. Sir. The 
meeting was held under the auspices 
of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to 
negotiate a new Arrangement to re­
place the existing International Wheat 
Ag.-esment. 1971. The main issues 
discussed at the meeting relate?, to 
the provisions regarding the minimum 
and maximum price range, size of the 
global reserve storks. special pro­
visions for developing countries and 
food aid. The meeting was adjourned 
because of continuing differences 
among the importer and exporter 
countries, particularly on the price 
range.
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