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Increase in Prices °* Foodgrains due 
to increase in Freight Rate

8113. SHRI R. V..SWAMINATHAN:
SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:

Will the Minister of AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleas­
ed to state:

(a;) whether it is a fact that food- 
grains like rice and wheat are likely 
to cost more due to the freight rate 
increase in the Railway Budget;

(b) to what extent the price will be 
increased; and

(c) what will be its effect on pulses?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU 
PRATAP SINGH): (a) and (b). In
the case of rice and wheat, average 
increase to freight has been worked 
out by Rail Tariff Enquiry Com­
mittee at 1.37 paise per KG. As the 
incidence of increase in freight on 
the prices of rice and wheat is insig- 
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nificant, there has been no increase 
in the Central Issue Prices of rice 
and wheat.

(c) In the case of pulses, the ave­
rage increase in freight has been 
worked out by the aforesaid Com­
mittee at 1.62 paise per KG.

Foodgrains destroyed by F.CX, 
State-wise

8114. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) how many tonnes of damaged 
foodgrains were destroyed by F.C.I. in 
the year 1977-78 with State-wise break­
up;

(b) the reasons for the same; and
(c) the steps taken to prevent such 

incidents?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU!, 
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Out of iHe 
total quantity of 16.1 million tonnes 
of foodgrains stored by F.C.I. during 
the year 1977-78, a quantity of 2244.6? 
tonnes of damaged foodgraing was 
destroyed or dumped. A statement 
showing the State-wiSe break-up of 
foodgrains destroyed (dumped) is 
attached.

(b) Reasons were:
(i) rain during transit; (ii) leak­

age in godowns (iii) flooding c.ue 
to heavy rains; (iv) cyclone; (v) 
high wind velocity damaging poly­
thene covers in CAP storage there­
by exposing grain to Susi and rain: 
and (vi) various insects and pests 
etc.
(c) Step9 taken are:

(i) Provision of suitable plinths 
and crates in owned godowns; (ii) 
Pre-monsoon check up and re­
pairs; (iii) Regular inspection sys­
tem by qualified trained technical! 
staff for enforcement of modern 
pest control measures; (iv) maxi­
mum use of covered wagons for
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transportation; (v) in the case of 
open wagons, proper coverage by 
tarpaulineg or polythene covers; 
and (vi) for open' storage, raised 
plinths, wooden crates, nylon lash­
ing, nets, covers, tops periodi­
cal replacement of polythene covers 
besides regular aeration to avoid da­
mage due to condensation.

With a view t0 add to scientifically 
constructed capacity and to reduce 
dependence On sub-standard hired 
capacity as also temporary storage
like CAP, Government have under­
taken a massive programme of cons­
tructing 3.6 million tormes covered 
storage space with the World Bank 
assistance.
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Village of Punjab not covered under 
Daily Distribution of Post

8116. SHRI BALWANT SINGH 
RAMOOWALIA; Will the Minister 
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased 
to state:

(a) how many villages of Punjab 
are not covered under daily distribu­
tion of post; and

(b) how many villages will be 
covered under Daily Dak Distribution
i.e. village post worker in the year-
1979-80 to make available the stamps, 
post cards etc. from the village small 
office in Punjab?

% THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA­
TIONS (SHRI NARHARI PRASAD 
SUKHDEO SAI): (a) All villages in 
Punjab State are covered under the 
Daily Delivery Scheme.

(b) All villages of Punjab State 
are already covered under the Daily 
Delivery Scheme. No more village 
post workers are needed to achieve 
this purpose. Stamps and • cards 
etc. are avilable at all the 3176 rural 
Post Offices and 1280 villages which 
are visited by mobile post offices.

Rat Menace in Mlsoratn

8117. SHRI ANNASAHEB P-
SHINDE: Will the M aster of
AGRICULTURE AfifD IRRIGATION 
be pleased to 8tate:

(a) whether rat menace in Mizoram 
is under control; and

(b) measures being taken by Gov­
ernment to ensure that agricultural 
production programmes do not suffer 
as a result of increasing number of 
rats?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHBJ 
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
Yes, Sir. According to reports re­
ceived from the Union Territory <rf 
Mizoram, effective rodent control 
operations were undertaken both 
crop fields and in rural residential 
areas-




