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Shortage of Raw Materials faced by 
Woollen Indastry

4004. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN- 
DIA: Will the Minister of INDUSTRY 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is not a fact that 
woollen industry has been experi
encing hardship due to adequate raw 
materials for manufacture of blan
kets to promote its export;

(b) if so, whether it is also not a 
fact that the industry has pleaded for 
import of raw materials under open 
general licence in place of its canalis* 
ed import through STC; and

(c) if so, his reaction thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI JAGDAMBI PRASAD YA- 
DAV) : (a) to (c). Blankets are 
manufactured from indigenous wool, 
imported virgin wool, waste wool, 
woollen rags or a mixture of these 
raw (materials. However, woollen 
rags constitute the main raw material 
for the manufacture of blankets.

Import of raw wool is on OGL while 
the iovPert of waste wool has been 
banned in the 3TC Policy and only 
REP imports of waste wool are per

missible. Import oil woollen rags is 
canalised through the STC.

Representations have been received 
from the industry for decanalisation 
of woollen rags imports. However, 
Government have not considered it 
proper to decanalise the import of 
woollen rags in view of the large scale 
import of second-hand garments into 
the country in 1971-72 under a mis- 
declaration as rags.
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