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the main producers during  April—
December,  1978  is  approximately
6,47,000 tonnes. This is in addition to 
the availability from the mini steel 
plants and imports.

(c)  and (d). As there is no statutory 
control on distribution of iron and 
steel at present, the question of in­
creasing the ‘quota* does not arise. 
However, steps have been take!!  to 
import  adequate quantity of  those 
categories which are in short supply 
to meet the gap between demand and 
availability.

Rationing for Diesel Oil in Punjab and 
Haryana

157.  SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NA1DU: 
Will the Minister of  PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state:

(a)  whether  Government  intro­
duced ration for  diesel oil in  the 
States of Haryana and Punjab; and

Ob) if so, from when?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM. 
CHEMICALS  AND  FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI  H. N. BAHUGUNA):  (a)
The State Governments of Haryana 
and Punjab have introduced a system 
of allowing restricted supplies of high 
speed diesel oil.

*(b) Haryana: From 29th November, 
1978 for trucks and tractors; and from 
7th December, 1978 for pumping sets.

Punjab: From the middle of Novem­
ber, 1978, informal rationing was in­
troduced. From 22nd December, 1978, 
formal rationing came into effect.

Utilisation of Talents of Senior Officers 
after Retirement

158.  SHRI BASANT SINGH KHAI- 
*A: Will the DEPUTY PRIME MINIS­
TER AND MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
be pleased to state;

(a)  whether any scheme is under 
Ibm consideration qf th© Government

to utilise the talents of senior offi­
cers of the armed forces on their re­
tirement; and

(b)  if so, the broad# outlines of the 
scheme*

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
JAGJIVAN RAM); (a) and (b). Gov­
ernment are considering ways and 
means whereby it may be possible to 
utilise the talents and experience of 
some of the retired Commanders of 
the Defence Forces.
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