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Amistance $0 Farmers of Punjad and
Baryaas.

7002. CHOWDHRY BALBIR
SINGH: - -

SHR1I GYANESHWAR FPRA-
SAD YADAV:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether farmers in Punjab and
Haryana have suffered great loss as a
result of heavy hailstorm and snow-
fall in these States in March, 1879;

(b) if so, whethey Government will
give some assistance for making good
this heavy loss; and

(c) if so, the details of the scheme
formulated for providing assislance?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SUR-
JIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (¢) The Government of
Haryana are providing gratuitous re-
lief to the land-owners/tenants for the
loss of the standing crops on a scale
varying from Rs. 100 per acre to
Rs. 300 per acre. They have deferred
collection of land revenue and recovery
of the Taccavi and co-operative loans.
They are also supplying fodder to the
viclims of the patural calamity., Pay-
ment of electricity chargeg on tube-
wells in the affected aress has been
deferred, The State Government has
sanctioned Taccavi loans at a comces-
Sicnal rate of interest of 3 per cent.
Supply of seeds is also being arranged
on a subsidised basis.

The Government of Punjab have
Placed a sum of Rs. 1.70 crores at the
disposal of the concerned Deputy Com-
Missioners | for disbursement as hail-
storm relief on an ad-hoc basis pend-
ing detailed reports as a result of fina-
lisation of special girdawaries. The
Government of India have sanctioned
advanced ' Plap agsistance of Rs. 2
¢rores to the Government of Haryana.
g‘i addition, 500 MT of wheat for dis-

bution g8 gratultous relief in the

areas affected by hailstorm in Haryana
have also been released. No request
for Central assistance has so far been
received from  the Government of
Punjab. ‘

Deaths due to Cold Wave

7003. SHRI PABITRA MOHAN
PRADHAN: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION
be pleased to state the number of

deaths in the country due to cold wave
this year?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): The information.
is being collected and will be laid on
the Table of the Sabha on receipt.
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