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(d) Lumpsum payment in this case
would permit the upgradation of the
engine of the motor-cycle for increas-
ed efficiency and low fuel consump-
tion with substantial material con-
servation since the weight of the en-
tire motor-cycle dove-tailed to the
engine ot the new version would be
substantially less compared to the
existing motor-cycie. The competi-
tiveness of the product in the export
market would also improve

Production of Standard Cloth

650 SHRI K S VEERABIIADRA-
PPA: Will the Minster of INDUS-
TRY bhe pleased to state

(a) the details regarding the produc-
tion of standard cloth i1n the country
during the lasl {hree yeais, Stale-wise,
in length,

(b) tne detals regarding the produc-
tion of standard cloth in the large scale
and the handloom sectors lor the cur-
ren year, and

(c) whether there has been any dec-
line in the production ot standard cloth
11. the year 1077-78?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI JAGDAMBI PRASAD YAD-
AV): (a) Information is being col-
lected and wili be placed on the
Table of the House.

(b) Production of controlled cloth
during the current year (April—
Deeember, 1978) is as under:—

Produetion

in Million

Sy Meties,

Mill Secton | . . . 219° 00
Handloum dector | . . 88-66
TotaL . . 33766

{¢) No, Sir.

Consumption of Yodine Sait

6651. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADIIAN-
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that only lodine Salt 1s con:umed by
the North Bengal people;

(h) whether 1t 15 a fact that Iodine
Salt 1s procured from other piaces for
the cousumption ot North Bengal
peuple as there 15 no industrv in that
grea, and

(¢} 1f so the details thereof and
whether Guvernment have any inten.'
tion to open an Jodine Salt Factory 1n
Notth Bengal, 11 so, when, and 1f not,
the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRIMATI ABHA MAITI): :a) to
(¢) Iodised Salt 1s supphed to (1s-
tricts of Darjeeling, Jalpaigurn, West
Dinapur, Cooch Behar and Malda in
North Bengal, which have been dec-
lated as goitre-endemic areas, from
the four iodi:ation plants installed at
Howrah A< salt 1z mmported by sea
route at Calcutta, the location of
these 10disation plants at Howrah en-
sures adequale and regular szupplies
of common salt for 1odisation and
facilitates despatch of 1odised salt to
the goitre-endemic North Eastern re-
gion of the country. It is nol consi-
dered nccessary to install an iodisa-
tion plant in North Bengal exclusve-
ly for meeting the local requirements

Criteria of C.R. for Promotion of S.C.
and S.T. Candidates

6652 SHRI SOMJIBHAI DAMOR:
Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Confl-
dential Reports of SC and ST em-
plovees are spoiled without any basis
and sometimes letters are issued high-
lighting even the very small mistakes
of SC and ST employees whereas for a
similar or bigger mistakes of general
candidates, no cognisance is taken;
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(b) what steps Government propose
o take to remove such disparity. and

(¢) whether Government would
frame some rules whereby the CRs
should not be the only criteria for con-
sidering a SC and ST candidate for
promotion of higher posts?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AF-
FAIRS AND IN THE MINISTRY OF
LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY
AFFAIRS (SHRI S. D. PATIL). (a)
The Department of Personnel and
Administrative Refoims 1s not aware
ot such situations.

(b) Doe., not amnse.

t¢) Rules already exist under
which, for ceriain categories of pro-
motion other methods and critena
than mere assessment of ‘past perfor-
mance as telected m the CR eg.
departmental exammation, interviews
etc. are re.oried to for all classes of
emiployees. For Scheduled Castle/
Scheduled Tribe members, in promo-
tion by selection upto the lowest rung
of Group A (Class I), and 1n piomo-
tion by seniority, in all Group. of
posts, there is reservation, and relax-
ed standards of suitability and asses:-
ment are applied for them-—whalever
be the method of promotion, cither
seniority, or selection through the
C.R., limited examination, interview,
ete.

MHD Power Generation

6653. SHRI P, RAJAGOPAL
NAIDU: Will the Minister of ATC-
MIC ENERGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether research on MHD power
generation (power through low fempe-
rature thermal plasma) is being made;
and

(b) if o, the wesult thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATZ IN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND
IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF ATOMIC
ENERGY, ELECTRONICS, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY AND SPACE
(PROF, SHER SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The first phase of the pro-
gramme, which comprises some of
the auxiliary laboratories and a 5§ MW
(Thermal) R&D Plant, is expected to
be operational by 1982 Results of
this R&D effort would be available
thereafter.
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