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[English]
Awareness about Contraceptive Methods

1413. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY - Will the
Minister ot HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased
to state .

(a) whether lack of awareness and misconception
about the use of contraceptive methods still hamper the
efforts to bring down the birth rate in rural areas of the
country:

(b) it so. whether a study conducted by the Indian
Council of Medical Research shows that traditional
healers and trained persons could play a vital role In
influencing the villagers to accept one or other method
of tamily planning: and

(c) it so. the other points made in this study and the
steps being taken by the Government to boost family
welfare?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SALEEM IQBAL
- SHERVANI) : (a) As per the National Family Health
Survey (1992-93), 94.7% of currenctly marned women
aged 13-49 years in rural areas know at least one
method of tamily planning and 94.5% know at least one
modern method.

(b) and (c). A pilot study by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) in Muzaffarnagar district. Uttar
Pradesh. showed that trained traditional medical
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practitioners can incluence elgible couples on family
planning.

The study revealed the ways in which the traditional
medical practitioners influence eligible couples. A larger
study is being taken up by the ICMR.

Command Area Development Programme

1414, DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA : Will the
Minister of WATER RESOURCES be pleased to state .

(a) the amount provided to Assam for the
development of command areas under the Centrally
Sponsored Command Area Development Programme
during each of the last three years: and

(b) the targets fixed and achievements made during
the above period?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI
JANESHWAR MISHRA) : (a) An amount of Rs. 4025
lakhs was provided as Grant-in-aid to Assam
Government under Centrally Sponsored Command Area
Development Programme during the last three years
with the following year-wise break-up :

Year Grant-in-aid (Rupees in lakhs)
1993-94 202.61
1994-95 137.89
1995-96 62.00
Total 402.50




