Weitten Answers L

(d) whelher journalists working in

Delhi newspapers are given preference

to those working for outside news-
papers?

TRE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
I. K. ADVANI): (a) and (b). A
gtatement is placed on the Table of
the House. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT4444/79].

(¢) and (d) No, Sir.

Import of Aluminium

10022. SHRI JANARDHANA POO-
JARY: Will the Minister of STEEL
AND MINES be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment are likely to import double
the guantity of aluminium during the
current year as compared to preceding
year,

(b) if so, the guantity of alurhinium
imported last year and the quantity
to be imported daring this year; and

(c) the reasons for increase in im-
port ang its value?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA):
(a) Yes, Sir,

(b) During 1978-79, 33,000 tonnes
of aluminium were imported and a
quantity of 75,000 torines is proposed
to be imported during the current
year,

(c) The demand for aluminium
during the current year is estimated
at 325,000 tonnes as against an esti-
mated indigenous production of
250,080 tonnes. In view of this rise
in demand and the fact that the
smelters in the country are producing
only about 70 per cent of their capa-
city owing to inadequate supply of
power, it has become neceassary to
import aluminium to a larger extent.
The value of imports will depend on
the international market price for the
zoetal. It 18 roughly estimated to be
fn the region of Rs. 50 crores.
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10023. &Y qworx : st Wfeaw,
Tty Wi INOE FAT 7Y T ¥ BT
v fy .

(%) ¥ qm & gfew dg i w0
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(7) afe s WA (F) W
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