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Earnest efforls are being made o
augment indigenous fertilizer capa.
city during the Sixth Five Year Plan
to meet the growing demand of ferti-
lizers, However, imports would e
arranged to meet the gap, if any,
between the demand and mdxgenous
availability of fertilizers, It is not
considered commercially prudent to
indicate the quantity of imports in
future years.

(b) Economies of scale are obtain-
ed in large sized plants of 600 tonnes
per day of Ammonia or above, and
the cost of production is Jlower in
large sized plants. The emphasis is,
therefore, on setting up large sized
fertilizer projects on economic consi-
derations. However, there are many
small units producing Single Super
Phosphate in the private sector and
small granulation units have also been
set up mostly by the private enter-
preneurs with the assistance of the
State Governments.

(c) While Government is not getting
up any small scale fertilizer plant,
proposals received from private enter-
preneurs of any State for setting up
Single Super Phosphate plants, which
are normally of lower nutrient capa-
city, would be considered on merits.
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Number of Villages Llecirified in the
Country

2063. SHRI RUDOLPH RODRI-
GUES: Will the Minister of ENERGY
be pleased to state:

(a) the numbey of villages electrified
in the country in the years 1977—179;
and

(b) what steps are bzing wurgently
taken to electrify all the villages in
India in the next cen yeors?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a)
There are 5,76,036 villages in India.
2,02,350 villages were electrified upto
31st March, 1977. 22,672 villages more
have been electrified during the period
from April 1877 to December 1878,

(b) On the basis of the plans pre-
pared by different States electrifica.
tion of mll the villages is expected to
be completed by 1994-85,





