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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF LABOURAN'D 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (DR., 
RAM KRIPAL SINHA): (a) A sum 
of Rs. 20.20 crores was outstanding 
against l,lnexempted establishments as 
on the 30th June, 1978. Another sum 
of Rs. 11.03 crores was due to be trans-
ferred by thf" p.xempted establi~hments 

to their boards of trustees. 

( b) 81,097 prosecution cases and 
8:!,434 Rev .. nue Recovery cases were 
::L'd unde" the Employees' Provident 
Fund!> and Miscellaneous Provisions 
Act, J 952 And 721 criminal cases under 
lhe Ir.dia,.. Penal Code were filed upto 
j!,e 3Uh June, 1978. 

( c) A sum of Rs. 851.37 lakhs was 
outsta I1ding as on 30th June, 1978. 

(d) A I')roposal to amend the Act to 
empower the Provident Fund Organi-
sation to effect recoveries is under 
r:Jnsideratlon by Government. 

Settin, up of Steel Plants in Middle 
East count'ries 

l(jsn. SHRI RUDOLPH RODRI-
GUES: Will t'1e Minister of STEEL 
.' ,\D MINES be pleased to state: 

1;\) W!1.2,t schC'mes, if any, arc pro-
::'~.'(1 or undenvay by thc Govern· 
:,.eo:l! elf India fOr collaboration with 
\liddle East States for setting up steel 
;Jlant~ in the countries concerned: 
~!ld 

(b' the detaiis of such proposed 
ilC'mcs with particular reference to 

["ctimates of eosls and production and 
:'; Ie of end products? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a) 
and (b). There are no specific propo-
,';, Is for collaboration with Middle 
EJstern Countries for setting up steel 
pbnts. However, an offer for doing 
the consultancy work for setting up 
a steel plant in Syria will be submit-
led by MECON in the beginning of 
December, 1978. Besides, there have 
been some discussions with United 
Arab Emirates authorities on the pos-

sibility of India setting up a sponge 
iron plant in Abu Dhabi, but it would 
ultimately depend upon the viability 
of the project after the techIlo-ecO-
nomic studies have been completed 
by MECON. The estimates of costs, 
production and sale of end-produ.cts 
will also become known on receipt of 
the above report from MECdN. 

One of the alternatives under dis-
cussion includes conversion of part of 
the sponge iron into steel products. f 

AlumiDJulB Indllltl:y for Chbetanqpur 

1660. SHRI HALIMUDDIN AH-
MED: Will the Minister of STBEL 
AND MINES be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are consi-
dering of opening Aluminiun: industry 
in the Chhotanagpur are of Bihar a3 
there are huge deposits of bauxite and 
the ('oming power projects will be able 
to meet the requirement of power 
and all the old leases wilT be cancelled 
and re5erved for that industry; and 

(b) if not, what are the sfi!ps that 
the centre is going to take to save 
Chhotanagpur area from exploitation 
from outsiders who are making the 
Biharis poor doy by day? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE TN 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA): 
(a) No, Sir. 

(b) Exploitation of minerals is un-
dertaken by different agencies-
Ccntral, State as well as private-
taking into consideration the country's 
requirements as a whole and within 
the framework of the Five Year Plans. 
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