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Seminar on Rural Communications

751. SHRI VIJAY KUMAR N. 
PATIL : Will the Minister of COM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether a 10 day seminar was 
organised by Government in collabo-
ration with International Telecom-
munications Union in September, 1978 
and the United Nations Development 
Programme on use of new technology 
and cheaper methods for prolvlding 
rural communications;

(b) the details of important aspects/ 
problems of rural Telecommunications 
discussed in the seminar;

(c) details of schemes formulated 
alongwith State-wise assistance and 
physical details of the programme 
proposed to be implemented for de-
veloping rural telecommunication in 
the country; and

(d) the details of foreign assistance- 
technical and financial likely to be 
available for the purpose?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY ,OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI NARHARI PRASAD SUKH- 
DEO SAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Seminar discussed the fol-
lowing aspects of rural telecommunica-
tions with a special referen.ce to de« 
veloping countries: —

(i) Identification of special prob* 
lems O f rural telecommunications.

(ii) Alternative solution for reduc. 
ing costs and improving efficiency of 
local telephone facilities in low den» 
sity rural areas.
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(iii) Alternative solutions for 
pro\Tsion of low cost higher reliabi-
lity transmission facilities for tele-
communications in the rural areas.

(iv) Problems relating to physical 
plants and their protection from 
lightning and induction from high 
tension parallelism.

(v) Problems of providing suit-
able power supplies in remote areas 
where no regular power supply sys-
tem exists.

The Seminar brought out that the 
problems of development of telecom-
munications in rural areas in develop-
ing countries differe considerably from 
those in the developed countries. ^lost 
of the solutions applied for developed 
countries for extending the telephone 
and telegraph facilities in the rural 
areas cannot be applied directly to the 
developing countries and that consi-
derable amount of research and deve-
lopment work will have to be under-
taken to work out low cost high relia-
bility switching and transmission sys^ 
tems for the rural areas.

(c) and (d). The Rural Telecom-
munications Seminar concentrated on 
the identification of special nroblems 
and finding technical solutions to the 
problems of development of telecom-
munications in rural areas. It was 
not used for discussing specific plans 
of the participating countries or any 
foreign assistance, Technical op finan-
cial, in this regard.

However, the Department has drawn 
up proposals for opening 15,000 Long 
Distance Public Call Offices and com-
bined Telegraph Offices in the rural 
ar^as in the country during the 6th 
Plan Period. It is further proposed to 
expand the telephone facilities in about 
2,400 villages by replacing the L.D. 
Public Call Offices by telephone ex-
changes. Foreign Exchange require- 
ments for the above proposals shall be 
ihet from the normal foreign exchange 
reserves including Bilateral and Mul-
tilateral credits, loiuis and grants.

Social Security Schemes for Railway 
Posters and Vendors

752. SHRI VIJAY KUMAR N. 
PATIL: Will the Minister of PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have for-
mulated Social Security Schemes for 
Railway Porters and Vendors and 
other categpries o f employees;

(b ) if so, furnish important details 
of the schemes formulated;

(c) how soon these schemes are 
proposed to be implemented; and

(d) the details of steps taken for 
early implementation of these mea-
sures?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (DR. 
RAM KIRPAL SINHA): (a) to (d ). 
The existing social security schemes 
e.g. Provident Fimd and Health In-
surance are applicable to wage earners 
subject to the coverage described in the 
Employees* Provident Fund and Mis-
cellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 and the 
Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948. 
For the present, the Government’s 
endeavour is to extend the benefits of 
these laws to more wage earners.

Shortage of Steel

753. SHRI VIJAY KUMAR N. 
PATIL: mil the Minister of STEEL 
AND MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that large 
number of industrial units using steel 
as a raw material are facing serious 
crisis in Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh and other States due to acute 
shortage of steel;

(b) if so, furnish State-wise de-
tails of the estimated number of imlts 
affected by steel shortage in the coim- 
try giving details of monthly requlrie- 
ment State-wise of the small scale 
units for steel for the last six months 
vis-a-vis the actual steel supplied to 
these units;




