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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI
ZERS: (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): On 
the basis of the extensive geological 
and geophysical surveys carried out 
so far in the Godavari Basin, the 
ONGC is presently drilling a parame- 
tric-cum-exploratory well on the 
Narsapur structure in Andhra Pra
desh. Against the targetted depth of 
5000 metres, this well has so far been 
drilled to a depth of 1833 metres.

Oil exploration in other parts of the 
country is continuing by the ONGC and 
so far drilling has been undertaken on 
171 structures in the onshore areas. 
Out of these structures, 161 structures 
have been tested so far; six are under 
testing and the remaining four struc
tures are under drilling. Out of the 
161 structure tested so far, 54 struc
tures have proved to be oil/ 
gas beaiing. In the offshore 
areas, the ONGC has so far
undertaken drilling on 28 structures, 
of which 20 structures have been 
tested and of structures have been 
found to be oil/gas bearing.

Eailway line from Rishikesh to 
Karnaprayag

294. SHRI JAGANNATH SHARMA: 
WiU the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether a comprehensive long
term plan has been drawn up for 
construction of Railway lines in the 
hilly and backward areas of the
country;

(b) whether it is a fact that cons
truction of Railway line from Rishi
kesh to Karnaprayag has been in
cluded in the plan; and

(c) if so, what are the details 
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN): (a) A National 
Transport Policy Committee for formu
lation of overall transport policy for 
the country including the Railways 
has hf^n appointed by the Planning

Commission. It will be possible for 
the Government to finalise its policy 
after the report of the Committee be
comes available.

(b) and (c). No survey has bo far 
been made for construction of the line 
from Rishikesh to Karnaprayag. It 
would be possible to consider its con
struction in view of prohibitively high 
anticipated cost of the line which 
falls in hilly terrain and very limited 
prospects of traffic.
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