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Scracity-Hit Tehsils in Maharsishtm

3173. SHRI! . G. HANDE will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government gre aware
that there gre geventyeight Tehsils lin
Maharashtra which are always affect-
ed by scarcity;
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(b) the special meagures ;under-
taken by the Government; and

(c) special programmeg for such
areag and the total grant allocated to
the said area in Maharashtra?

THE. MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) The Govemn-
metit of Maharashtra have identified
87 Tehsil; in 12 districts which are
drought-prome.

(b) The Government of Indja have
selected 42 Tehsils in 6 of these dis-
tricts for implementation of Drought
Prone Areas Programme. Central
assistance equal to 50 per cent of the
expenditure is provided for this

programme.

(c) Special programmes include
scheme; under the following sectors: —

(i) Soll survey (ii) soil and water
conservation (iii) Minor Irrigation
(iv) ground water development (v)
Dry land farming (vi) Forestry
and Pasture Development (vii)
Cattle and Dairy Development and
(viii) sheep development.

The main thrust of the pro-
gramme is restoration of etological
balances and conservation and
optimum development of the land,
water, live-stock and human re-
sources. During the 5th Plan un
outlay of Rs. 32.98 crores had been
approved under the programme, and
of thege an experditure of Rs.’ 1561
crores was inturred during 1974—
1978, For 1978-79, an outlay of Rs.
11.39 crore; has been approved and
an expenditure of Rs. 2.56 crores,
:m bedry reported till September,
978.
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(a) the present foodgraing situation
with the Government;

(b) the total quantity of foodgrains
procured this year and the quantity
which is yet to be procured; and

(c) what arrangements have been
made for keeping safe the procured
foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) The Food
situation in the country is comfortable
at present. As on lst November,
1978, total stock of foodgraing with
the public agencies were of the order
of about 16.4 million tonnes.

(b) Out of 1977-78 Kkharif and
1978-79 rabi marketing seasons a
quantity of about 4.8 million tonnes
of rice and 55 million tonnes of
wheat respeéctively has been procured.
The new kharif marketing season
1978-79 has begun on 1st November,
1978 and a quahtity of about 2.1 mil-
lion tonnes of Kharif cereals hgg been
procured upto the Tth December, 1978,
The procurement of wheat, paddy and
kharif coarse graing is done under the
price support operation and rice under
levy on millers/traders. As such, it
is not possible to estimate as to how
much quantity of foodgraing would be
procured in the remainijng part of the
year.

(c) The tota] storage capacity (in-
cluding CAP) available with the Food
Corporation of India as on 1st Novem-
ber 1978 was 21.13 million tonnes
made up of 1444 million tdnnes
covered and 6.69 million tannes CAP.
Further construction of godowns/silos
has been taken up in a big way to
eliminate’ ‘CAP' storage. The safe
.preservation of foodgraing peocured
hag been given the highest priority
and no stock has been allowed to re-
‘main unprotected.





