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unspoiled tracts left by the modern 
culture but still the tourism is flou-
rishing in the north whereas it is 
deteriorating in the eastern region; 

(b) is it not due to the failure of 
Government to persuade Foreign Air-
lines to touch down at Calcutta air-
port, the gate way of eastern Indi'l; 
and 

(c) if 30, what are the active planl> 
of the Government in lanu to develop 
eastern region for Tourism as an In-
dustry? 

THE MINISTER OF TOURlSM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI PURU-
SHOTTAM KAUSHIK): (a) Govern-
ment are aware of the tourism poten-
<tial of the Eastern Region and travel 
to the centres of tourist interest in the 
region is promoted by the offices of 
the Department of Tourism in India 
and overse'8s through the various 
publicity media. 

(b) No, Sir. 

(c) The proposals of the States/ 
Union Territories in the Eastern Re-
gion were discussed at the recent State 
Tourism Ministers Conference which 
'recommended the selection of two 
tourist C€ntres for development in 
each State/Union Territory in the 
country in the Central sector. The 
details of the schemes for development 
in the Eastern Region and the relative 
priorities to he accorded will he 
finalis€d in consultation with the State 
Governments/Union TerritOries con-
cerner! The Department of Tourism 
has a promotional pro.gramme whereby 
media representatives and travel 
agents from overseas are invited to 
India to collect first hand information 
on the ('()untry's tourist attractions / 
facilities. During 1977-78, 41 such 
mediarepre~ta.tives _ -and 25 travel 
agentj'we'~' 'fnVited 'to the Eastern 
Region. and the 1978-79 programme 
a Iso includes such visits. A s-pecial 
programme of 10-12 days for pro-
motion of Eastern India by inviting 
,media representatives and travel 
..agents h as been planned for Febru-

ary /M-arch 1979 in collaboration wirth 
the State Governments of Orissa, West 
Bengal, Assam and Bihar. 

The procedure for permitting foreign 
tourist.s to VISIt Darjeeling, Sikkim, 
Kaziranga, etc. has also been simpli-
fied. 

Facilities for Tourists at Sewagram in 
Wnrdha District 

2843. SHRI SANTOSHRAO GODE: 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government dfe awar;; 
that Sewagram has been internation-
ally known flS tourist ceT.tre In War-
dha DiGtrict of Maharashtra &tate; anl~ 

(b) what are the facilities provided 
at Sewagram for the national as well 
as internatio:1al tourists? 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION \SHRI 
PURUSHOTTAM KAUSHIK): (a) 
and (b). Recognising the importance 
of SeW'agram, the Central Department 
of Tourism has sanctioned an amount 
of Rs. 14."77 lakhs towards the con-
struction of a Yatri Niwas. There is 
a provision of 80 beds in the proposed 
'Unit, which would cater to both 
Indians as well as international 
tourists. The construction work is in 
progress. 

New Places on Air Map of India 

2844, SHRI IIALIMUDDIN AHMAD: 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to s1ate: 

(a) details of the new places which 
will be brought on the Air Map of 
Ir.dia during coming two y:><.r!'l; 

(b) which are the places in Bihar 
which will be brought on the Air Map 
during the coming two years; 

(c) whether District Purnia will be 
provided on the Air Route of Indian 
Air Lines in the near future: and 

(d) if not, the reasons thereof? 




