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sions underlined the general similari
ty of views of India and Indonesia on 
various international problems and 
provided an oportunity to further 
strengthen the existing friendship and 
understanding as well as help promote 
lurther cooperation in various fields.

Printing of Passport Forms la 
Regional Languages

2631. SHRI F. P. GAEKWAD: Will 
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have 
taken a decision to print passport 
application forms in all the Indian 
languages; and

(b) if not, whether this question 
is under consideration and when a 
final decision is likely to be taken?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SAMARENDRA 
KUNDU): (a) and (b). The matter is 
under consideration and a decision in 
this regard is expected to be taken 
soon.

Hunger Strike by Telephone Operators 
in Araria, Bihar

2632. SHRI HALIMUDDIN AH
MED: Will the Minister of COMMUNI. 
CATIONS be pleased t0 state;

(a) whether telephone operators 
of Araria in Bihar were on hungei 
strike:

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;
(c) whether Government have 

taken any step thereof; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA
TIONS (SHRI NARHARI PRASAD 
SUKHDE0 SAI): (a) to (d). The 
required information is being collect
ed ang will be placed on the Table of 

Lok Sabha.

Requirement of Steel in Madhya 
Pradesh

2633. DR. LAXM1NARAYAN PAN- 
DEYA: Will the Minister of STEEL 
AND MINES be pleased k> state:.

(a) what is the requirement of 
iron and steel in Madhya pradesh;

(b) whether the Government of 
India allotted Steel and Iron as per 
demand of Madhya Pradesh State; and

(c) if not, why and what measures 
have been adopted by Government to 
meet the requirement?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a) 
and (b). State-wise figures of require
ment or demand for iron and steel are 
not available. As there is no statutory 
control on distribution of iron and 
steel at present, the question of any 
“allotment’ ’does not arise.

(c) Supplies of steel to small «cale 
units are routed through the Small 
Scale Industries Corporations. The 
steel requirements of such units in 
Madhya Pradesh are to be met main* 
ly by the M.P. Laghu Udyog Nigam 
Limited. Supplies to the Nigam have 
considerably been stepped up. Des
patches to the Nigam during the first 
six months of the current financial 
year are more than the total supplies 
made during the full year of 1977*78. 
Steps are under way to further increa
se the supplies during the second-half 
of the current year.

Recommendations of the OeamAtto* 
of Development Cem

2634 SHRI PRADYUMNA BAL:
SHRI SHANKER fflNHJI

VAGHELA:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND 
MINES be pleased to «tate^^  ̂ ^
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went of minerals and mineral bearing 
areas;

(b) whether Government have con-
• sidered the recommendations of the

Committee of Development Cess; and

(c) when Government propose to 
give effect to the recommendations?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a) 
and (b). Government have considered 
the recommendations of the Commit
tee on Development Cess, but ha«'e 
not come to any conclusion regarding 
the levying of such a cess.

(c) Since a decision to levy a Deve
lopment Cess is related to the amen
dment of the Mines and Minerals 
(Regulation and Development) Act, 
1957, it is not possible to lay down a 
specific time limit.
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