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Ctanrt* f e r  fla a i B M h y  V ab c W i i b i a

•2146. 9HRf ISHWA<R’CHAUDI*RY : 
Willthe Minister df AGRICULTURE 
AMD IRRtGATION  be pleased to state :

(a) Wasthiw thr Bihar Government 
h«we approached the Union Govern­
ment to provide afranis for installing cdm- 
munity tubewells in that Stale : and

(b) if so, the details regarding the 
assistance given £>y the Central Governt- 
ment to that State during the last two 
years ?

THR MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TU RE AND IRRIGATION (SHtU 
SURJIT SINGH BARXALV) fa) r 
No, Sir. Th«* Bihar G >vt. have not appro­
ach rd the Union Government to provide 
grants for imiallmi; cornminify tubo-w; lls 
in that State during the last two years.

(b .̂ D"»es n >t ansr in virw of (i) abive

Plea for Takeover of Flooi Control
Dndaag* nd.ErM hw vmdm* Gmm4a k

and Koii Project*

0147. SHRI ISHWAK CHAUDHRY : 
Wtt) the Minister of AGRICULTURE
& IRRIGATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether Bihar Government has 
decided to set up a high level experts 
team to work out a feasibility study for 
’Jackottinsf’ rhe Ganga from Buxar 
downstream to FarV<'<i ;

(b) whether the Bihar Government 
has approached the Central Government 
regarding the Gandalc Control Board ahd 
reached a consensus in its recent meeting 
that the Centre should take over flood 
control, drainage and erosion side of the 
Gandak and tne Kosi projects ; and

(c) If so, the reaction of Central Go- 
vemmeat in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TU RE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
SURJIT SINGH - BARNALA) s (a) 
During the 5th meeting of Ganga Flood 
Control BQMd held at New Delhi on
31.ft.1978 the problem of bank erosion 
ofriver Gaotfa wts discussed when it was 
decided that. Tor preparing, a cwnpjrehen-. 
sive pUn of aati-erosion measure for the1 
Otstga. the Uttar Pradesh, BiharandW«*t 
Bengal Governmcntx would furnish neces- 
saiy date to <«Me GenKMl Watltr St ffm atr

* ^oona %  sarrying out

(b) No,Sir. * "ft. .

S O « X « f l a  b u ilt  S tab ility  o f  A g rl-  
M k m  on V s fu r jr o l  Won A a r

2148. SHRI A.R. BADRI N ARAY AN: 
SH RIR.V. SWAMINATHAN: 
SHRI M.V. CHANDRA- 

SHEKHARA MURTHY :

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Indian Agriculture have 
achieved an in-built production stability 
and now unfavourable weather cannot play 
havoc with the overall national output;

(b) If so, how far this is true ;

(c) the factors responsible in achieving 
this stability ; and

(d) whether they are permanent one ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION (&HR1 
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA) : (a) to
(d). Over the years Indian Agriculture 
has been slowly gaining in stability. 
Production of rice and wheat which are 
the two major cereals of the country has 
generally been steady. For example, impite 
of the severe cyclone in Andhra Pradeshin
1977, rice production in that State was 
higher than in the previous year. It 
will, however, be pre-mature to say that 
unfavourable weather may not affect 
adversely the overall national output, in 
case abnormal weather prevails over large 
parts of the country. The country is how­
ever, much leas vulnerable to a great drop 
in food output now than in earlier years 
like 1966 and 1972 when considerable areas 
were affected by severe drought. The 
major reasons for improvement in the 
stability of production are :—

(a) The larger area under irrigation.

(b) The possibility of multiple cropping 
which1 can help to launch compensatory 
programmes for oSsetting theioM occuring 
m one seasd*;ibr example, West BengsJ 
has .launched anw ch larger mbutnro pro­
duction programme to compensate for the 
loss due to floods in kkarif season.

(c) Increased use of inputs like fertilizers 
pesticide and,good seed.

(d) Possibility of introducing alternative 
cropping strategies and contingency 
«cf**ttog to w w h e r  flbndhions; thi* i «  
become possUtedufctathe dim dufcthttir

g * .............................  ' ....................



2 1 1  Written Answers DCCfiMBER 4/1978 Written Answers axa

(e) Growing knowledge of water-harvest- 
ing and crop life saving irrigation tech* 
niques and the introduction of improved 
farming practices under the DPAP and

• -other programmes.

Barring wide-spread and unprecedented 
weather abnormalities, particularly drou­
ght, it is likely that the country will conti­
nue to gain in stability of production. 
The two major causes of instability of
production have been unfavourable weather 
and the incidence of pests and diseases. 
The vastly expanded irrigation program­
mes and the intensive research and deve­
lopmental efforts now being undertaken 
in rainfed areas should help to minimise 
the adverse impact of aberrant weather on 
food output. Suitable cropping strate­
gies are also being developed for chroni­
cally flood-prone areas, in order to make
the flood-free season as the main
agricultural season. National
pests surveillance and control measures 
are also being strengthened. Seed reser­
ves will be built up so as to enable the 
implementation of contingency plans dur­
ing unfavourable weather. Agro- 
meteorological research is also being
strengthened. Above all, through a 
remunerative pricing policy, farmers 
have been given incentives for producing 
foodgrains, so as to render early warn­
ing and timely advice to farmers possible. 
Achieving stability of production has been 
given as much importance in our national 
food security system as improving terres­
trial and aquatic productivity.

Movement of Fertilisers to Centres 
of Consumption

aiAQ. SHRI A.R. BADRI NARAY- 
AN ;

SHRI R. V . SWAMINATHAN: 
SHRI M.V. CHANDRA. 

SHEKARA MURTHY :

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state s

(a) whether Food Corporation of 
fndia propose to move 3 to 3-5 lakh

of imported fertilisers every 
month to different Consumers Centre*;

(b) if  so, when the tame is likely to be 
started; and

(c) the total tonnes of fertilisers upto 
30th September during , 1978 moved to 
the different places?

TH E MINISTER OP AGRICUL­
TU RE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI

•{£« srJW f .arts.
built up a capacity to handle lad  move

•bout 3.6 lakh tonnes of imported fertilis* 
era per month from various ports to diff­
erent consuming States under normal 
circumstances. However, during times of 
flood, heavy rains, difficulties at ports and 
strikes etc., this capacity will go down.

(c) During the first six months of 1978- 
79, Food Corporation of India has moved
11.47 lakh tonnes of imported fertilisers 
from the ports.
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