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Area, under Cotton and it* Production

4718. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a> what is the are® under cultiva
tion of cotton State-wise, lor 1976-77, 
1977-78 and 1978-79 and the estimated 
production for 1976-77 and 1977-78;

(b) the quantum of cotton import
ed during these years ahd the esti
mated cost thereof;
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(c) whether the Government have* 
formulated integrated scheme for in 
creasing production of cotton in the- 
country and d e ta ils  thereof alcmg'^with 
financial and physical a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  
year-wise, for the last 3 years; '•

(d) whether the Government Jhav®' 
taken action to ensure fair re turn / 
remunerative prices of the cotton to* 
the cotton producers in the country 
and details thereof; and

(e) whether the Government haver 
received any proposal in this regard



*93 Amnmrs BMMDIKA 6, MOO iSAKAy '■-^ W tl^ 'J b ^ e r tS * ^

•eddng  Ceatral Assistance and the 
noctkai of the Government thereof?

THB MINISTER OF AGRICUL
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
SURJIT SINGH BARN ALA): (a)
Statements (I and II) showing State- 
wise final estimates of area and pro
duction of cotton for the year 1976-77 
and preliminary estimates of area 
under the crop in 1976-77 and 1977-78 
are placed on the table of the House. 
[Placed in Library. See No. LT-2713/ 
78J. Similar information for 1978-79 
has not yet become available. The 
area under cotton in India during 
1977-78 is higher by 10.7 per cent 
compared to the corresponding esti
mate for 1976-77. According to the 
current assessment, the production of 
cotton (lint) in India during 1977-78 
is likely to b e  around 69 to 70 lakh 
bales of 170 K g s .  each as against 
57.81 lakh b a l e s  in the previous year.

( b )  During t h e  cotton season 1976-
77, t h e  Cotton Corporation of India 
contracted for import of 11.61 lakh 
bales of cotton valued at Rs. 318 
crores. Out of this, 8.18 lakh bales of 
cotton was imported during 1976-77 
and spill over quantity of 2.07 lakh 
bales of cotton has been received dur
ing 1977-78. As regard 1978-79, there 
is no proposal i t  present to import 
cotton.

fc) For increasing cotton produc
tion in the country, a comprehensive 
Intensive Cotton District Programme 
(ICDP) sponsored by the Govern
ment of India is being implemented 
in all the major cotton growing States 
since 1971-72. During 1978-79, this 
programme is being implemented in 
24 districts (8 irrigated and 16 rain- 
fed) in nine major cotton growing 
States at a total cost of Rs. 5.50 crores. 
During the current year, a production 
target of 75 lakh bales has been fixed. 
Cotton is also sought to be introduced 
in non-traditional areas like West 
Bengal. Orissa and Bihar. The pat
tern of financial assistance provided 
under the scheme and physical and 
financial targets and achievements 
made from 1975-76 to 1977-78 as well

as forgets tor  It78-T9are ghnm tm % s  
Statement* (HI and IV) pltcftfcoa 
the Table of the House. [Pl*ct& in  
Library. See N o .L T -2713/78].

(d) and (e). With a view to pro
tecting the interests of cotton pre
ducers in the country, the Govern
ment have been fixing minimum sup
port price for cotton (Kapas) on the 
recommendations of the Agricultural 
Prices Commission which inter alia, 
considers the available estimates of 
average cost of production of the 
crop, possible changes in inpat prices 
and the changes effected in the admin
istered prices for competing crops and 
the various suggestions made by the 
State Governments. For the 1977-78 
cotton season, the Government of 
India fixed a minimum support price 
of Rs. 255 per quintal for the Punjab 
American 320-F variety. Consequent 
on the decline in the prices ot cotton 
generally since March 1978, repre
sentations from Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh and Punjab etc. were 
r e c e i v e d  by the Government request
i n g  t h a t  C o t t o n  Corporation of India 
s h o u l d  make purchases of cotton lying 
u n s o l d  in the market. The m atter 
was considered at the highest level 
and t h e  Government permitted the 
C.C.I. to intervene in the market not 
only when the market prices fall to 
support levels but even when they 
are approximating support prices. 
The C.C.I. has been asked to make 
purchase of cotton both for sale to  
N.T.C. and non-N.T.C. mills. The 
Government has also increased the 
limits of cotton stocks that can be 
held by the mills

Financial aid for Agricultural Uni
versities in Maharashtra

4719. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) scheme-wise details of pro
posals submitted by the Agricultural 
Universities in Maharashtra to the 
I.C.A.R. seeking financial assistance 
during 1978-79 and the number of




