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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (SHRI-
MATI ABHA MAITI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The matter is under discussion
and no decision hasg been taken.

Onge Tribe

1478. SHRI S. S, SOMANI:

SHRI DINEN BHATTA-
CHARYA.

Will the Minister of HOME
AFFAIRS be pleased {o state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
number of Onge tribe has been pro-
gressively dwindling from 672 at the
turn of this century and they are now
only 100 in the little Andaman
Island;

(b) whether it is a fact that it is
due to certain varietieg of the plant
found like Tuber which contain small
quantities of diosgenin and are edible
and due to its heavy dependence for
food on tubers of a plant called
dioscoreas; and

(c) if s0, whether Government have
made any efforts in this regard and
studied the facts?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL):
(a) The populetion ot Onges was
agsessed at 672 in 1901. It etood at
120 gaccording to the 1961 census and
112 according to the census of 1971

(b) and (c), Investigations seem to
indicate that the diosgenin in the dio-
scorea plant is unlikely to be the
cause of sterility among the Onges.
“A doctor has pow been posted at
Dugong Creek to attend exclusively
to the Ongeg in the urea. Higher
technical support is being provided
in health matters by the Jawaharlal
Nehru Institute of Post Graduate
Medical Education and Research,
Pondicherry where a research pell
has been’ established for this purpose.
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