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Tfa# measures mentioned are above meant 
to augment tourist infrastructural facili
ties to cope with the increasing require, 
meats of tourists for accommodation, ax 
well as air and surface transportation.

Total Msa4w nr Lows • •  s  Result of
Strike by Officer* of Nationalised 

Banks

874. SHRI L. L. KAPO OR s Will 
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the ofFeers 
• f  the nationalised banks resortec tr pen- 
down strike during May-June, J97R ;

(b) ifso, the total man-hours loss during 
their strikes ; and

(c) what action has been taken 
(disciplinary) on those who resorted lo 
strike ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI H. M. PATEL) : (a) No, Sir. 
No pen-down strike by officers of 
nationalised banks has been reported 
during May-June 1978. However, a 
large number of officers in public sector 
banks went on a token strike on 12th 
.June 19-78 to protest against the imple
mentation of Pillai Committee Scheme of 
Standardisation of pay scales, allow erce* 
and perquisites of officers of public 
sector banks.

(b) Information on total man-hours 
lost during the strike on 12th June, 1978 
is not available.

(c) Indian Banks' Association had 
instructed the banks to deduct prorata 
wages from the salary of those eirph'  rrj 
who went on strike on 13th June, >978.

Lifting of Ban on Foreign Tourists to 
Visit West Bengal

87 V SHRI RAJ KRISHNA DAWN : 
Will the Minister of TOURISM  AND 
CIV IL AVIATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government of India 
are actively considering to lift the ban on 
foreign tourists in West Bengal : and

(b) if not, what alternative proposals 
have been adopted by the Tourist TVpart- 
ment to boost up the tourist attentirp in 
the State as the West Bengal Govcrnirent 
has lost significant revenue due to b?T> of 
foreign tourist* In the northern regi f'r of 
the State like Darjeeling, Kalimpong, 
etc. ?

THE MINISTER OF T O U P ^ M  
AND CIV IL AVIATION  (FFRI

PURUSHOTTAM KAUSHTK) : (a)
and lb). There is no ban on foreign 
tourists visiting West Bengal excepting the 
five northern districts of Daijeeling, Cooch- 
Bihar, Jalpaiguri, Malda and West 
Dinajpur which have been declared as 
restricted areas. Foreigners desiring to 
visit these areas require'permits frrir the 
Government. However, in the interest 
of promoting tourism, certain relaxations 
have been made and foreign tourists 
are now granted permits liberally fcr May 
upto 7 days in Jaldapara and Darjeeling. 
These permits are issued by the Indian 
Missions abroad or the Foreigners Regional 
Registration Officers in Brmbay, OaltrMa 
Delhi and Madras. In addition foreipn 
tourists, who travel to Bagdogra and 
back by air, arc allowed to visit Darieeling 
town and nearby places like Tiger Hill, 
Ghoom, Kurseong town, Sandakphu, 
Plialut etc. for the purposes of tourism 
for a period of 15 days without a peimit.
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