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USA & USSR flalke regarding Indiam
Ocean :

N

4376. SHRI AMAR ROY-
PRADHAN;
SHRI CHYYTTA BASU:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleaged to state:

(a) wiiether it is a fact that the
talks on the demilitarisation beiween
the USA and USSR have been sus
pended; and

(b) il so, Government's reaction
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI SAMARENDRA
KUNDU); (ay USA and USSR have
held four rounds of talks in 1077 and
1978 to exchange viewg regarding
approaches leading to arms limitation
in the area. The fourth roung of the
USA-USSR bllateral talks on Arma
Limitation Measures in the Indian
Ocean was held in Switzerland In
February, 1878. There ig no indica-
tion regarding the dates for resump-
tion of these talks.

(b) In recent talks with the re-
presentatives of UB.A. ang USRR,
the Government of India has expres-
sed disappointment at the swspension
of these talks and hope that the talks
would be resumed soon and would
result in an agreement which  ceuld
lead to the eventual removal of the
military presence of the big powera
from the Indian ocean.





