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ReSearch on ()Otton Cultivatlan 

30. SHRI AMARSINH V. 
RATHAWA: 

SHRI AHMED M. PATEL: .. 
Will the Minister of AGRJC'LJL-

TURE AND IRRIGATION be pllesed 
1o state: 

(a) whether any research institute 
has been esta blish~n for imp.roving 
c:otton cultivatior. in the country; 

(b) if so, the details of research 
made; and 

(c) the steps taken by Government 
to increase the cotton production and 
improve the quality so that the foreicn 
exchange ean be saved? 

THE MINISTER OF STAT.E IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BBABU 
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir. 'lhe 
Central Institute for Cotton Research 
was established in April, 1979 at 
Nagpur. The Regional Station ot the 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
at Coimbatore which was mainly 
tackling the research problems on 
cotton has been transferred to this 
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Institute as its region'al 
station for irrigation cotton 
Southern region. 

research 
in the 

(b) The main institute at Nagpur 
started functioning with a nucleus 
staft from 1D77 and has taken up the 
f•llowing programmes:-

(i) A programme designed to 
generate advanced breeding lines 
having high yield potential with 
genet1cal and bio-chemical tole-
rance to the major posts and dis-
seases has been tieken up. Studies 
on the physiological basis for 
drought resi.itance and studies to 
develop management schedule to 
achieve stsbility of yield under 
rainfed conditions have also been 
initiated. 

The Regional Research Station at 
Coimbatore has made significant 
contributions in the field of cotton 
research. The following new varie-
ties have been evolved at that 
Centre:-

(i) PRS 72-s'hort branched type 
suitable for multiple cropping. 

(ii) Sujata-High Spinning Egyp-
tian type of cotton-capable of 
spinning good 80-100 counts. 

(iii) Suvin-an extra-long staple 
variety adjudged by the textile 
industry in India to be equivalent 
in quality of Egyptian cotton Giza-
4&. 

(iv) PSH-variety maturing: 
lier than Suvin with greater 
tance to verticilium wilt and 
fibre properties. 
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(v) Suman~a medium staple 
with wide adaptability suited for 
rained areas. 

(vi) 1412-A Compact and early 
maturing variety with high ginning 
outturn (39 per cent). 

It has also evolved 11gronomic ana 
plant protection schedules for obtain-
ing tha maximum yield potential of 
these new varieties. 

(c) The main strategy being adopt-
ed for increasing cotton production 
consists of: 

(i) Raising the producticity per 
hectare of both irrigated and un-
irrigated cotton through intensive. 
cotton district approach 11nd accele-
rating the spread of the high yield-
ing hybrid cotton; and 

(ii) Increasing the area under 
irrigated cotton by fully exploiting 
the potential under the command 
of new irrigated projects. 
Cotton is also sought to be intro-

duced in non-traditional areas. A 
Comprehensive Centrally sponsored 
Intensive Cotton District Programme 
(!CDP) incorporating the abeve stra-
tegy is accordingly being implemented 
in all the major cotton growing States. 
The main component sub-•chemes of 
the pragramme are as under:-

(a) Continuation of the existing 
17 !CDP and addition of extra 8 
districts spread over 6 States grow-
ing rainfed cottons. 

(b) Extension of the ICDP to 
new irrigation projects and non-
traditional areas. 

(c) Production of hybrid cotton 
seed, and 

(d) Production of Nucleus anti 
Foundation seed of improved 
varietiee evolved under the All 
!ndia Cotton Improv.ment Project. 

( e) Establishment of Centres for 
grading of kapas, 

(f) Aerial spraying against cot-
ton pests, where appropriate. 

(g) An integrated cotton deve-
lopment project has been formulat-
ed to increase production with the 
assistance of the World Bang in the 
three cotton growing States of 
Maharashtra, Haryana and Punjab. 
The high spinning varieties like 

Sujata, Suvin and hybrids like Vara-
laxmi evolved in Iildia have reduced 
the import of quality cotton to a 
significant extent. 




