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4971. SHRI AMSUT KASAH: WiU
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware 
•£ the strategic position of the  newly 
independent countries of Africa, like 
Angola and Mozambique the form er 
Portuguese Colonies in the political 
situation in  Africa;

(b) what steps Government has 
taken to increase friendly relations 
w ith Angola and Mozambique in Af-
rica;

(c) .whether it is a fact that these 
African countries have been neglec-
ted  while fram ing our foreign policy?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI S. KUMDU): (a) to (c). Gov-
ernment of India is fully aware of 
the significance and importance of the 
newly independent countries of Africa, 
including countries like Angola and 
Mozambique with which India has also 
shared colonial past, iris-a-trts the ex- 
Portuguese Empire.

In so far as Mozambique is concer-
ned, India has had close historical re-
lations and there is a  sizable number of 
persons of India origin residing 
there. Mozambique is also linked to 
us by the Indian Ocean. Government 
of India established diplomatic rela-
tions ambassadorial level w ith 
Mozambique upon its accession to full 
independance. India has also been ex-
tending full moral and material sup-
port to Mozambique which, aa a 
Front line State, has to bear the brunt 
of the burden and make sacrifices 
because of the continuance of the Zim-
babwe fmedoff stntggte, both bilateral-
ly and in  the  framework of com-
m itments undertaken under the aegis 
of the commonwealth and the United 
Nations. We have concluded a gen-
eral! afowm evt i t  wonpmfc. scientific 
and technical tsooparation with Moza-
mbique.

A s regards Angola, even before Its
accession to Independence, we had
provided m aterial assistance fo r the 
freedom struggle and had made facili-
ties available for Wgher education for 
Angolan students including grant of 
scholarship*. Offers hsrre also been 
made recently for scholarships to An-
golan students for study in  India.

Immediately afte r independence 
high-level contacts w ere established 
between the two countries. Angola has 
also been the  redp in t of our bilateral 
assistance.

<rwr s ta r

4972. tTWW 9 *V?T W
«Nnr sr t t *  f*rr %  :

(*r) ^enc s fc r  Sr fiw ft

(^r) %Wntffa
jpT IVd^ V^PfPT ^  1

<(»r) y f » ĝ TPT wx
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