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Deterioration In Colour of Tobacco
8515. SHRI RAM KISHAN;

SHRI CHATURBHUJ:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE, 

CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPERA
TION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that due 
to deterioration in colour of tobacco 
long storage without redrying and 
development of funky smell have re
duced the prices of tobacco thereby 
causing disappointment to the gro
wers; and

(b) if so, what steps Government 
propose to take to help the tobacco 
growers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO
OPERATION (SHRI ARIF BEG):
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(a> Development of funky smell iu 
lower stalks of tobacco, when bundled 
in heaps at farmers’ kutcha godowns 
is a usual phenomenon and not a new 
occurrence this year. Deterioration of 
colour under long storage conditions 
is mainly expected in brighter grades 
bulk of which has nlready been mar
keted and not in medium and low 
grades of tobacco. The large size of 
the crop, lower proportion of bright 
grade leaves of tobacco in Andhra 
Pradesh this year and indications of 
a somewhat weaker export demand 
are the factors primarily responsible 
for depression in prices.

(b) In order to relieve the situation, 
Ihe Government have already directed 
the State Trading Corporation of India 
to purchase 10.000 metric tonnes of 
Virginia tobacco on Government ac
count. This quantity is over and above 
a quantity o£ 5,000 metric tonnes 
which the STC were already buying 
on their own account and risk to meet 
their estimated export requirements.
Export of Kendu Leaves to Fkldatal

8516. SHRI GANANATH FRA- 
DHAN: Will the Minister of COM
MERCE, CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO
OPERATION be pleased to state:

(a) the total value of Kendu leaves 
that have been exported from India




