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have provision for Buddhist Studies. 
Besides, the School of Buddhist Phi
losophy, Leh, and the Institute eC 
Higher Tibetan Studies, Varanasi, also 
offer facilities for Buddhist studies

(b) For promoting Buddhist Stu
dies in Universities, the UGC has de
cided to institute readership and fel
lowships in this area in selected uni
versities. Accordingly, 11 universities 
were reuested to send proposals. Of 
these, the proposals made by the 
Universities of Poona, Andhra and 
Saugar have since been accepted by 
the Commission.

Representation and Promotion ef 
Ladakh Cnltuie

4416 SHRIMATI PARVATI DEVI: 
Will the Minister of EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
be pleased to state*

(a) what steps Government have 
taken or propose to take to prceerv* 
and promote the culture of Ladakhi*, 
their music, dancing, specially marked 
dances, clarinets, cymbals and other 
instruments, and

(b) the contribution made so far by 
National Book Trust, Akademies and 
■other Government Agencies in this 
direction?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
{DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 
DER): (a) and (b) To proserve and 
promote the culture of Ladakhis, the 
Government have taken the following 
steps v—

(I) The School of Buddhist philo
sophy was established in 1959 to 
impart education in modren and 
classical Tibetan Studies on the 
Monastic pattern in Leh.

(ii) A Tesearch report entitled 
TEthographic and Culture change 
'Study of Ladakhis’ has been brought 
<out by the Anthropological Survey

of India. They have also produced 
coloured cine film on “Hemis Festi- , 
vals (Ladakh).*’

(iii) Song and Drama Division has 
en its strength one performing troupe 
named 'Gumpha' exclusively for pro
grammes in Ladakh region. Since 
August, 1973, the troupe haa pre
sented 107 shows in Ladakh areas 
and 269 programmes in other parts 
o f the S âte.

Civ) Authentic Ladkhi Costumes, 
Jewellery musical instruments, head
gears etc., of Ladakh people have 
bean acquired by the Song and 
Drama Division in consultation 
with local experts.

(v j National Book Trust has pub
lished in its India—the Land and 
the People series, a monograph on 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
which contains information, inter-  
alto, on the land and the people of 
Dadakh and various facets of its 
•ultural heritage. The Trust also 
intends to publish shortly a book 
on the Folklore of Jammu and Kash
mir, under its series Folklore of 
India, which will include a feature 
on the Ladakhi folklore.

(vi) Under their scheme of Sur
vey and Documentation, the San- 
geet Natak Akademi propose to 
undertake a survey and to docu
ment the various music and dance 
forms in Ladakh in collaboration 
with the Jammu and Kashmir Aca
demy of Art, Culture and Languages.
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