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Publication of School Text Books by
Private Publishers

866. SHRI NMADHAVRAO SCINDIA-
Wili the Minister of EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are con-
sidering to entrust the publication of
School Text Books to private publish-
ers in order to boost their economy
and encourage the book publishing
industry; and

(b) if not, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUNDER):
(a) and (b). No, Sir. However, since
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1976 the National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (NCERT)
which is responsible for the prepara-
tion, production and distribution ot
textbooks mainly to meet the require-
ments of Central Schools and Schools
affiliated to the Central Board of
Secondary Education, availed of the
offer of The Federation of Indian
Publishers to collaborate with NCERT
in the printing, publishing and distri
bution of textbooks. This has been
progressively extended. In 1976-77
some of its textbooks were assigned
for printing/publication to four private
sector publishers. During 1977-78, 50
textbooks/workbooks were assigned to
21 private publishers for publishing
and distribution. For the academic
session 1978-79, NCERT hasg also ge-
cided lo give to the private publishers
the reprints in respect of books which
were published by them in last acade
mic session.
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