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mosphere is so large that man's impact 
is likely to be very small.

(b) In view of (a) above there does 
not appear to be substantial reason 
to get alarmed at this stage.

Revamping: o f Farm System

757. SHRI MOHINDER SINGH 
SAYIAN WALA;

SHRI Y ASH WANT BOROLE:

WiU the Minister oi AGRICULTURE 
AN D  IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether ICAR has immediate 
plans to revamp the entire farm sys
tem and in this regard has identified 
the m ajor farm ing systems which re
quire careful study for development 
w hile assessing the untapped yield 
reservoir existing at current levels o f 
technology; and

(b ) if so, whether in the above con
text instructions or guidelines have 
been communicated to its research 
institutes and Agriculture Universi
ties in the country for devising ways 
and means to meet the challenge, 
Iceeping the village in focus of its 
attention?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT 
SINGH BARN A L A ): (a) Farming sys
tems cannot be immediately revamped 
since they evolve over a period of 
time. Many farming systems are tradi
tionally in vogue in the country. The 
National Demonstrations, the experi
ments o f the A ll India Coordinated 
Agronom ic Research Project, the Oper
ational Research Projects, etc. o f the 
ICAR have revealed the potential farm 
yields possible with the current level 
•of technology in different parts o f the 
cbuntry. The production gaps are 
being studied with regard to an entire 
farming system and not just for an 
individual crop. Some o f the majoz 
farming systems identified in this con
nection are (1) multiple cropping 
tems in irrigated areas, (ii) rainfed 
farming, (iii) mixed and intercropping, 
<iv) agro-forestry involving sylv'^

pastoral, sylvihorticultural and other 
combined land use systems, (v ) dairy
ing, (vi) mixed farming involving 
crop-livestock, crop-fish and crop-live
stock-fish production systems and (v ii) 
sea farming or mariculture, etc. 
aim of farming systems research is to 
optimise the return from the agricul
tural endowments of an area without 
harm to the long term productivity o f 
soil and water.

(b) ICAR Research Institutes and 
Agricultural Universities in the ?oun^ 
try have been requested to study the 
production gaps in various systems 
and to devise the ways and means to 
meet the challenge keeping the village 
and the small and marginal farmers 
in focus. It is also proposed to streng
then during the next Plan the facili
ties available to Agricultural Universi
ties for conducting roeation-speciflc 
research.
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